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            Toolstation Western League Premier Division | Tuesday 07 January 2020 
Welcome to Fairfax Park 

                   Cadbury Heath 

 

 

Season 2019/20 |  
#14 | 

 

 

FAIRFAX PARK, COLLEGE WAY, BRIDGWATER, 

SOMERSET, TA6 4TZ - Tel: (01278) 446899 

Click on player picture to find more of 
club photographer, Debbie Gould’s 

wonderful imagery! 

https://www.flickr.com/photos/135878070@N07/albums/72157712529926551
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On behalf of myself and Bridgwater Town FC, let me 

extend a very warm welcome this evening to our visitors, 

Cadbury Heath FC.  

We hope their supporters, players and officials enjoyed a comfortable 

journey here and have a safe and uneventful journey getting back home 

again. We also extend a warm welcome to the match officials. 

I am writing this after the exciting 3-2 home win to Bridport last Saturday. 

It was nice to bounce back after December and kick off the new year 2020 

and the new decade with a win; I hope this is a decade in which Bridgwater 

Town FC go from strength to strength. The win gives us a nice little 

springboard back into league action today.   

Despite their current mid-table position in the league, Cadbury Heath won’t 

be an easy game this evening, of course. We will  

need to be at our best defensively and  

offensively to secure the 3 points today to  

keep our new found league momentum going  

and keep pushing on. 

As well as half the season still to go in the  

league, we also have a Les Phillips Cup quarter  

final to look forward to as well as being in the  

hat for the next round of the prestigious  

Somerset Premier Cup; a lot of football still  

ahead for you all to enjoy!  

Thank you for your continued support. Your loyal  

following is appreciated by all of us involved in   

the football club and long may it continue. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



The first football club to bear the town’s name 
was formed on 28th January 1898 at a meeting 
held at the Cross Rifles public house on Bath 
Road. Bridgwater AFC entered the Somerset 
Senior League, playing at Sydenham House on 
Bath Road, and lifted the Somerset Senior Cup 
in their first full season, beating Yeovil Casuals 
1-0 in the Final played at Wells. Unfortunately, 
the Club was forced to disband in 1901 due to 
lack of support and financial difficulties. 

Two years later, another Bridgwater AFC was 
formed and played for ten years in local 
leagues from their base in the Westonzoyland 
Road area of the town. 1914 saw this club fold 
due to the outbreak of World War One. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Unsure which of the two Bridgwater AFC’s this is? 

1919 saw the birth of local works side Wills 
Athletic who played in local leagues from their 
Victoria Park home. In 1921 they changed their 
name to Bridgwater Town FC and moved to 
Chilton Park from where they played for ten 
further years, winning a few minor honors, 
until football came to an end in the town until 
after World War Two. 

Crown Dynamos, based at the Crown Inn, St 
John Street, were formed in 1946 playing at 
Eastover Park. They played in the Bridgwater & 
District League for a year before progressing 
into the Somerset Senior League - finishing a 
creditable 3rd in 1948. That year also saw the 
Club move to a new venue, Castlefield and 
change its name to Bridgwater Town AFC.  

In season 1949/50 the Club were accepted into 
the Western League Division Two and two fifth 
place finishes were achieved in their first two 
seasons. This was followed up by claiming 
runners-up position in season 1951/52, thus 
gaining promotion to Division One. The Club 
were to remain in the top division of the 
Western League for the next 30 years, winning 
the Western League title twice, in seasons 
1967/68 and 1980/81.  

Season 1982-83 saw the club make the bold 
move up to the Southern League Midland 
Division, but after only two seasons at the 
higher level, and with mounting debts, the club 
went into voluntary liquidation….  

THE END OF AN ERA! 

But like a phoenix from the ashes, Bridgwater 
Town (1984) FC was formed by a loyal band of 
club stalwarts and started life at a new home, 
Fairfax Park, in Division Two of the Somerset 
County League. Unfortunately, with a young 
and inexperienced side relegation followed at 
the end of their first season, but steady 
progression including a hat-trick of Somerset 
County League titles, the Western League 
Division One title and runners-up spot in the 
Western League Premier Division in season 
2006/07 - behind Corsham Town, who couldn’t 

 



be promoted due to issues with their facilities - 
earned the club a place back in the Southern 
Football League, 23 years after the heartbreak 
caused by the demise of the old club.  

The first three seasons back at the higher level 
were fairly successful for ‘The Robins’ with the 
team just missing out on the end of season 
play-offs in 2007/08 (6th) and 2008/09 (7th) 
and missing out on promotion after being 
beaten at home by Cirencester Town after 
extra time in the Play-Off final in 2009/10 after 
finishing the regular season in 3rd place. 
Season 2008/09 also saw the team reach the 
Final of the Southern League Cup losing on 
aggregate to Atherstone Town.  

However, the Club was left reeling with the 
departure of joint managers Craig Laird & Leigh 
Robinson and a mass exodus of players during 
the summer of 2010.  

Seasons 2010/11 and 2011/12 saw the club 
battling at the wrong end of the table under 
the leadership of former reserve team manager 
Rob Dray.  

Another club stalwart Kevin Milsom took 
charge for season 2012/13 and after an 
indifferent start, things looked to be coming 
together by Christmas. Then the wet weather 
caused all sorts of problems for the team who 
eventually had to play 21 league fixtures in just 
57 days! They finished a disappointing 19th. 

In 2014/15 Bridgwater Town FC 1984 finished 
12th in the Evo-Stik South & West League and 
were semi-finalists in the Somerset Premier 
Cup under the management of Richard Fey 
who moved on to Paulton Rovers at the start of 
the 2015/16 season. 

2015/16 saw a new look team under the 
stewardship of former Taunton Town player 
and manager Paul West. Whilst the club 
languished nearer the foot of the 
table, relegation was never a real threat and 
Paul bought and brought through a fantastic 
crop of younger players in a bid to help shape 
the future and ethos of the club. 

Paul's resignation at the end of season 2015/16 
paved the way for the return of former 
manager Craig Laird. At the start of 2017, after 
early exits in the FA Cup (Plymouth Parkway), 
FA Trophy (North Leigh) and with just two 
league victories, Craig chose to further his 
career in the Southern Premier League with 
Dorchester Town and was replaced in the role 
by Phil Hucker. With 6 games of the season 
remaining, Dave Pearse took charge but by 
then, relegation was a certainty, so Bridgwater 
Town began 2017/18 in the Toolstation 
Western League with Dave still in the role 
alongside former Barnstaple joint manager Karl 
Baggaley. 

A solid eighth place in the league along with 
good runs in the FA Cup and FA Vase and a 
narrow Les Phillips Cup semi-final defeat to 
Shepton Mallet was a strong return to Step 5 
and a great platform for the club to kick on. 

Season 2018/19 saw the club remain under the 
stewardship of Dave and Karl. Fourth place in 
the league was achieved with the club only 
losing 5 league games (compared to 16 the 
season before). Unfortunately, the cup 
competitions didn’t bring much success and the 
team were beaten by Cheddar in their first FA 
Cup game and by Exmouth Town at the first 
hurdle in the FA Vase. There was more semi-
final heartbreak in the Les Phillips Cup, Willand 
this time winning a penalty shootout. Jack 
Taylor secured a share of the Toolstation 
League’s Golden Boot by netting 33 goals for 
the club.  

There is much optimism that season 2019/20 
will see the team challenging on all fronts. 
Much of the squad has been retained and with 
some shrewd signings, it looks set to be an 
exciting season. 

The Club also run a reserve side who compete 
in the First Division of the Somerset County 
League. They were Premier League champions 
in seasons 2008/09 and 2009/10. The Under 
18s squad play in the South West Counties 
Youth League. 



MEET THE BRIDGWATER TOWN SQUAD 
JAKE VINEY (GOALKEEPER) Fantastic shot stopper and sweeper keeper. Jake was the Players’ 
Player and Supporters’ Player of the Season in 2015/16 but, following a serious injury that kept 
him out for the following season, he has come back stronger than ever with some outstanding 

performances. 
Sponsored by Debbie Gould 

MARK ARMSTRONG (DEFENDER / MIDFIELDER) Captain of the club; an experienced, 
hardworking, tough tackling midfielder who joined us from Cheddar. Mark has had spells at 

Barnstaple Town, Chard, Clevedon Town and Shepton Mallet. 
Sponsored by Paul Welham 

TOM ELLIS (DEFENDER) A ‘no nonsense’ defender, Tom was captain of the Wellington side that 
won the Toolstation Western League Division One title in 2016/17. His height makes him a real 

threat from set pieces. 
Sponsored by Nick Crocker & Sue Chilcott 

JAMIE LAIRD (DEFENDER) On returning to the club, Jamie brings with him bags of experience 
having played for Weston super Mare, Dorchester, Weymouth and Hereford. 

Sponsored by Goaaals Football Academy 

JAKE LLEWELLYN (LEFT BACK) Top quality defender who has played at National League South 
Level for Weston Super Mare; great going forward with a wand of a left foot. Great performances 

last season earnt him Players’ Player of the Season. 
Sponsored by Jon Hebbes 

ROSS McERLAIN (DEFENDER) ‘Marquee’ signing from Street, Ross was a major part of that 
club’s title winning team which took them up to the Southern League. He has a wonderful left foot 

and is a big presence in both boxes. Ross can fill various roles and will be an extremely valuable 
member of the squad. 

Sponsored by 1: Bob & Gill Buckingham / 2: WRS Alarms 

DAVE THORNE (RIGHT BACK) Now in his third season at the club ‘Mr consistent’ always is an 
8/10 week in week out. Dave is a committed tough tackling defender who always gives everything. 

His performances earned him Managers’ Player of the Season for 2017/18. 
Sponsored by KRC Financial management 

JAKE BROWN (MIDFIELDER) Goal scoring midfielder signed from Melksham after a spell as  
captain with Wells City where he won the Toolstation Division One title and the Somerset Premier 

Cup. Jake brings plenty of experience and real attacking threat. 
Sponsored by KRC Financial management 

NATHAN BYRNE (MIDFIELDER) Another product of the successful Partnership with BTC. Nathan 
is exciting young talent with a big future. He has great technical ability, is fantastic with the ball 

and has a great left foot. 
Sponsored by Red Care IT Ltd 

MIKE DUFFY (MIDFIELDER) Mike is a popular, committed and tough tackling midfielder who 
made the step up from our Reserve side and has held down a regular start ever since. He was a 
member of the triumphant County Cup Reserve team of 2014/15. In season 2017/18 Mike was the 
winner of the coveted Luke Buckingham Award for his achievements both on and off the field. 

Sponsored by Pat Parker 

https://www.flickr.com/photos/135878070@N07/albums
https://www.goaaals.com/
https://www.wrsalarms.com/
http://www.krcfinancialmanagement.co.uk/
http://www.krcfinancialmanagement.co.uk/


HARRY HORTON (MIDFIELDER) An all-round midfield player with an eye for a pass; an excellent 
season in 2018-19 earned him Managers’ Player of the Year and the Luke Buckingham Award and 

is looking to have another strong season. 
Sponsored by The Robins’ Nest BTFC Club Shop 

DAVE O’HARE (MIDFIELDER) Dave is an attacking midfielder with plenty of goals to his name in 
recent seasons. “Chin” re-joins from Street’s title winning team where he scored 25 goals from 

midfield during the 2017/18 season. A class act; the fans will be glad he is back. 
Sponsored by Rog P & C-B-I 

SEAN THOMSON (MIDFIELDER) Sean is a strong tackling, attacking midfielder with excellent 
touch and a keen eye for goal. He joined us from Plymouth Parkway in November and is also a 

regular member of the Army FA squad. 
Sponsored by MIKE MORAN 

SAM TOWLER (MIDFIELDER) Sam returned to Bridgwater after a successful spell with 
Wellington where he was part of the Division One winning squad.  A technically fantastic box to 

box midfielder who has an eye for goal. 
Sponsored by Precision Pointing Exeter 

FINLEY WILKINSON (MIDFIELDER) Another young talent coming through and with a big future.  
Has great ability with set piece deliveries and can get up and down the pitch to join in with 

attacking play. 
Sponsored by Dave Keirle 

STEVE MURRAY (STRIKER) Another ‘Marquee’ signing from Street. The only way to categorise 
‘Scouse’ is as a ‘Goal Machine’ who is a threat to any defence due to his lightning pace, superb 

control and slick finishing. He bagged 41 goals during the 2015/16 campaign - including finding the 
net in 15 consecutive games, and 66 during the following two season. He will be looking to add to 

his fantastic record in a Bridgwater shirt and is sure to be a fan’s favourite. 
Sponsored by 1: Rog P & C-B-I / 2: NEWO Electrical 

JACK TAYLOR (STRIKER) ‘Mr Bridgwater’, Jack signed from Wellington two seasons ago and won 
Supporters’ Player of the Season and Players’ Player of the Season. He has now hit 57 goals in 67 

games for Bridgwater! Last season, he again won Supporters Player of the Season alongside being 
the joint Toolstation League ‘Golden Boot’. 

Sponsored by 1: Bill Gordon / 2: The Palace Nightclub 

IN THE BTFC DUGOUT 
DAVE PEARSE - Manager: Hugely experienced, Dave returned to Bridgwater Town as joint 

player/manger with Karl Baggaley in season 2017/18 and will be looking to build on a fourth-place 
finish and league cup semi-final last time out, along with extending his playing career. 

Sponsored by London Cigarette Card Co Ltd 

KARL BAGGALEY - Manager: 
Sponsored by Red Care IT Ltd 

TAYLOR CORNISH - Sports Therapist: 
Sponsored by Parade Dental Practice 

STEVE LAKER - Goalkeeper Coach: 
Sponsored by 1: Debbie Gould / 2: London Cigarette Card Co Ltd 

E&OE 

https://www.cbmxi.co.uk/
https://www.precisionpointing.co.uk/
https://www.cbmxi.co.uk/
https://www.londoncigcard.co.uk/
https://www.paradedentalpractice.com/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/135878070@N07/albums
https://www.londoncigcard.co.uk/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

E&OE 

Cadbury Heath FC 

WE’VE MET BEFORE! 

03 Feb 2018 A 4 0 Taylor, Jenkins, Duffy (pen) Holland TWL 48 

21 Apr 2018 H 3 2 Pearse, Jenkins, Stone TWL 125 

18 Aug 2018 H 1 1 Taylor TWL 201 

27 Apr 2019 A 4 2 Armstrong 2, Llewellyn, Towler TWL 50 

25 Sep 2019 A 3 3 Taylor 2, O’Hare TWL 60 

 
Our two clubs met for the first time in League action during the 2017-18 season. We 
managed to win both games, but it took a last-ditch winner from Tom Stone to secure 
the three points in the 21st April encounter at Fairfax Park. Cadbury Heath put up a 
very spirited display that day, which belied their then lowly league position. Neutral 
spectators would probably have said that they deserved at least a point from the 
match. Ex-Robin, Sacha Tong, proved to be a real handful for our defence on the day, 
scoring both of Cadbury Heath’s goals. Last season our visitors again acquitted 
themselves well, especially at Fairfax Park. If memory serves me correctly Sacha once 
again got their goal. Home supporters may be relieved to know that he is now playing 
in Mangotsfield United’s colours. 

This season started rather badly for them with ‘Heath suffering heavy defeats at the 
hands of Plymouth Parkway (7-1) and Exmouth Town (5-1 in the FA Vase). However, 
they appear to have ‘steadied the ship.’ Their recent matches have been low scoring 
and settled by the odd goal. One exception was the high scoring midweek draw with 
us in late September. It was 2nd versus 16th in the table but only a last-ditch goal from 
Jack Taylor (90+2) secured a point in a game that was dominated for long periods by 
the opposition. Enis Akgun was their standout player in this match. He scored an 
impressive hat trick of goals and proved to be a constant thorn in our side. The 
Cadbury Heath starting team on the night was: Ollie Jones, Dan Winstone, Matt 
Binding, Joe Woodley, George Boon, Lewis Hedges, Ashley Kendall, Harry Pruett, 
Reece Rogers, Matt Huxley & Enis Akgun. 

At the time of writing Enis has a total of 10 goals. Matt Huxley leads the scorers with 
11. Matt is an ex Southampton FC schoolboy and trainee. He spent 10 years with the 
Saints but his prospects were unfortunately upset by injury. Since that time he has 
played for Weston-s-Mare and Yate Town. At Oldland Abbotonians he scored 142 goals 
in 146 games and in the 2014-15 season Matt earned the Golden Boot award for his 42 
goals in Cadbury Heath’s colours. 

 



 

If you’re hungry and want a treat 

The Red Rose Café  

is the place to eat 
Delicious food cooked on the day 
It’s all so good you’ll want to stay 

 
Hot & Cold food and drinks served 
with a cheery word and a smile by 

Sue and the girls 
 

The Faggot, Chips & Peas is 
famous throughout the league! 

Don’t forget to pop in 
and see Will at  

 

  
 

for all your BTFC gifts and 
goodies… you’ll be surprised 

just what he’s got in there!  

And if he hasn’t already got 
what you are searching for,  
he will do his best to try and 

get it for you. 
 

 

 

 

 

Is an Unincorporated 
Members’ Club 

  

Chairman Adrian Byrne 

Vice Chairman 

& Commercial 
Bob Buckingham 

Hon. Treasurer Paul Welham 

Secretary 
Ian Barber 

Welfare Officer 

Club Photographer Debbie Gould 

Social Club Manager Marc Crisp 

Matchday Catering Sue Chilcott 

Groundsman Nick Crocker 

Assistants Eddie Pike 

& Bill Baker 

Fan Liaison Officer Alan King 

Committee Member Andrew Cattle 

Club Shop Will Pilborough 

Life Members Peter Besley 

Peter Criddle 

Alan Hurford 

Eddie Pike 

Keith Setter 

Sally Wright 

 

First Team 

Joint Managers 

Karl Baggaley  

& Dave Pearse 

Sports Therapist Taylor Cornish 

Coach Josh Crook  

GK Coach Steve Laker 

Team BTC/BTFC  

U18 Manager 
Mo Hopkins 

  

 



BTFC FIRST TEAM                 SEASON 2019/20 
Aug Sat 03 LGE A Brislington L 1-2 Laird 122 
 Tue 06 LGE H Cribbs D 1-1 OG 237 
 Sat 10 FAC H Hallen W 1-0 Thorne 129 
 Sat 17 LGE A Chipping Sodbury Town W 8-1 Laird, Llewellyn, Murray 2, O’Hare 2, Taylor, Towler  85  
 Sat 24 FAC H Brislington  W 7-0 Murray 3, O’Hare, Taylor 3 181 
 Sat 31 LGE H Plymouth Parkway  W 2-0 Llewellyn, Taylor 232 
Sept Sat 07 FAC H Bristol Manor Farm L 1-3 Horton 291 
 Sat 14 LGE A Hallen W 6-4 Horsey, Llewellyn, Murray, O’Hare, Taylor, Towler   65 
 Sat 21 LGE A Wellington  W 3-0 Llewellyn, Taylor 2 152 
 We 25 LGE A Cadbury Heath D 3-3 O’Hare, Taylor 2  60 
 Sat 28 LGE H Roman Glass St George W 2-0 Taylor 2 215 
Oct Tue 01 SPC A Frome Town W 2-0 Murray 2 103 
 Sun 06 LGE A Bridport  W 6-0 Duffy, O’Hare 3, Towler 2 347 
 Sat 12 FAV A Newport IoW W 2-0 Brown, Llewellyn 144 
 Sat 19 LGE H Bitton L 2-3 Horton, Murray 256 
 We 23 LGE A Westbury United W 2-1 Brown, Ellis  55 
 Sat 26 LGE H Buckland Athletic D 3-3 Brown, Horton 2 189 
 We 30 LPC H Odd Down W 5-2 Ellis 2, Taylor 3  72 
Nov We 13 FAV A Saltash United (@BW) W 2-0 Murray 2 103 
 Sat 16 LGE A Shepton Mallet L 0-1 - - - - - 178 
 Tue 19 SPC A Keynsham Town W 1-0 Ellis  87 
 Sat 23 LGE A Cribbs W 3-2 Ellis, O’Hare, Taylor  74 
 Sat 30 FAV A Bradford Town L 3-4 Ellis, Horton, Llewellyn 148 
Dec Tue 03 LGE H Keynsham Town D 1-1 Llewellyn 161 
 Sat 07 LGE A Keynsham Town W 1-0 Brown 124 
 Tue 10 LPC A Wells City W 3-1 Llewellyn, Murray, O’Hare  30 
 We 18 LGE A Tavistock     P P-P To be rearranged  
 Thu 26 LGE H Street L 2-4 McErlain, Murray 237 
 Sat 28 LGE A Clevedon Town L 1-2 Llewellyn 206 
Jan Sat 04 LGE H Bridport W 3-2 Llewellyn, Towler 2 211 
 Tue 07 LGE H Cadbury Heath     
 Sat 11 LGE H Shepton Mallet     
 Tue 14 LGE H Exmouth Town   19:45  
 Sat 18 LGE A Buckland Athletic     
 Tue 21 LGE H Wellington     
 Sat 25 LGE A Exmouth Town     
Feb Sat 01 LGE H Clevedon Town     
 Sat 08 LGE H Bradford Town     
 Tue 11 LGE A Odd Down   19:45  
 Sat 15 LGE A Plymouth Parkway     
 Tue 18 SPC A Wells City   19:30 
 Sat 22 LGE H Hallen     
 Sat 29 LGE H Chipping Sodbury Town     
Mar Sat 07   NO GAME 
 Tue 10 LGE H Brislington   19:45    
 Sat 14 LGE A Bitton     
 Sat 21 LGE H Westbury United     
 Sat 28 LGE A Roman Glass St George     
Apr Sat 04 LGE H Odd Down     
 Fri 10 LGE A Street     
 Mo 13   NO GAME EASTER MONDAY 
 Sat 18 LGE H Tavistock     
 Sat 25 LGE A Bradford Town     
 
 
TBA   LPC H Shepton Mallet or Exmouth Town 

Fixtures subject to change 

LGE=League | LPC=Les Phillips Cup | FAC=FA Cup | 
FAV=FA Vase | SPC=Somerset Premier Cup 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CLICK ADVERT TO VISIT THEIR WEBSITE 

https://www.toolstation.com/


AS AT SATURDAY 04/01/2020 

 P W D L F A GD Pts 

1 Bradford Town 18 15 1 2 54 18 36 46 

2 Plymouth Parkway 17 14 1 2 64 19 45 43 

3 Exmouth Town 16 13 1 2 42 13 29 40 

4 Hallen 20 12 3 5 44 33 11 39 

5 Clevedon Town 22 12 3 7 48 41 7 39 

6 Shepton Mallet 19 11 3 5 46 26 20 36 

7 Tavistock 16 11 2 3 45 23 22 35 

8 Bridgwater Town 19 10 4 5 50 30 20 34 

9 Bitton 18 10 1 7 47 30 17 31 

10 Street 23 8 4 11 49 53 -4 28 

11 Westbury United 21 8 3 10 38 33 5 27 

12 Brislington 22 8 3 11 32 54 -22 27 

13 Cribbs 20 8 2 10 33 46 -13 26 

14 Buckland Athletic 18 8 1 9 32 37 -5 25 

15 Keynsham Town 20 7 3 10 37 44 -7 24 

16 Cadbury Heath 22 5 7 10 29 48 -19 22 

17 Roman Glass St George 18 6 3 9 39 26 13 21 

18 Bridport 21 4 1 16 27 70 -43 13 

19 Chipping Sodbury Town 21 4 1 16 25 69 -44 13 

20 Wellington 20 3 2 15 21 54 -33 11 

21 Odd Down 18 3 1 14 16 47 -31 10 

 

 

 



 

 
Saturday 4th January 2020 

Toolstation Western League  

Premier Division 

Bridgwater Town 3 

Sam Towler likes playing against 
Bridport. Town’s midfielder gave a 
man of the match performance in the 
6-0 win at Bridport in October, scoring 
twice, and he did something very 
similar in this game.  

If Town hadn’t beaten the struggling 
Dorset side then there may have been a 
lot of glum faces but Towler’s late winner 
transformed the afternoon for home fans.  

Town had opted for a very youthful line up 
with several more experienced players 
either unavailable, on the bench or not 
playing at all. We also saw the first glimpse 
of Oscar Latas as a substitute. All of the 
young players had their moments and 
showed promise for the future.  

Town would have expected to dominate 
the game and so it proved. Mark 
Armstrong’s back header from a typically 
huge Tom Ellis throw almost caught out 
keeper Scott Wells-Burr but he saved at 
the near post . He went on to play a 
superb game, denying Town repeatedly.  

Jake Llewellyn’s goal-bound shot was 
deflected over and Jack Taylor ‘s header, 
from a great position, was directed 
straight at the keeper.  

Bridport’s efforts were mostly from 
distance but Lewis Clarke should have hit 
the target with a header from a Sam 
Handyside cross.  

Town’s initial impetus had petered out a 
bit by the time they took the lead.  

Man-of-the-Match  

SAM TOWLER  
being congratulated by BTFC 

chairman, Adrian Byrne 



Sam Towler won the ball and dinked it 
towards the ever lurking Taylor. He went 
to ground under challenge and a penalty 
was given. The golden penalty scoring 
boot of Llewellyn did the business.  

It was a surprise when Bridport equalised 
and an even bigger one when they took 
the lead before half time. Both goals were 
preventable. The unmarked William Gape, 
Bridport’s best player, arrived unmarked 
at the far post to glance, with his head, the 
ball past Jake Viney from a few yards. Soon 
after, Mark Armstrong didn’t get enough 
distance on a clearing header. The ball fell 
to Declan Cornish, who was not closed 
down, and he had time to measure a 
curling shot from 20 yards.  

In between those two Bridport goals 
Taylor wastefully dragged a shot wide 
after smart build up from Luke Manley and 
Ollie Morris. Town’s premier goalscorer is 
having a bit of a lean run at this time and 
he would normally bury such a chance. 

Just before half-time Taylor teed up 
Armstrong for a crunching half volley from 
15 yards. The shot looked perfect but so 
was the save. To be behind at half time 
was a shock.  

The second period was almost one way 
traffic - and it wasn’t heading Viney’s way! 

The second-half was still quite new when 
Towler brought the scores level. The ball 
was worked in from the right and the ball 
fell nicely into his path for a finish from 10 
yards. Almost immediately Manley had a 
chance but his rising drive was parried well 
by the keeper.  

Town made three substitutions around the 
hour mark as they kept the pressure on 
the valiant Bridport defence.  

A header from Ellis, following a corner 
kick, landed on the bar and went over and 
a Towler volley beat both Wells-Burr and 
the left post.  

Both Dave O’Hare and Latas further tested 
Wells-Burr and it looked like the goalie 
would preserve a much needed point for 
Bridport.  

The tension rose higher as Town were 
denied what looked like a strong shout for 
handball. No matter, as the crowd roared 
their favourites forward, Jake Brown 
worked his way in from the left in 
trademark style and his cross was ideal for 
a centrally placed Towler to whack the ball 
in with his left foot from almost the same 
spot from where he scored his first. 

Town deserve much credit for the fight 
back, to lose this game would have been 
rather ugly. Accomplished goalkeeping and 
the spurning of good scoring chances kept 
the game in the balance for a long time 
but there was determination aplenty and 
they must build on this against Cadbury 
Heath on Tuesday.  

Town’s 1-2-3 
1: Sam Towler 

2: Jake Llewellyn 
3: Ollie Morris 

Viney 
Manley 

Wilkinson (Brown 63) 
Morris 

Armstrong 
Ellis 

Byrne (O’Hare 60) 
Towler 
Taylor 

Coppin (Latas 63) 

Llewellyn 

SAM TOWLER 
sponsored by 

PRECISION 
POINTING 

EXETER 



CADBURY HEATH  

FOOTBALL CLUB 

(THE HEATHENS) 
The Club was first established in 1894 by Cadbury 
Heath Adult School (later to be known as Cadbury 
Heath Primary School) when Cadbury Heath was just 
a little narrow, one-street village, way outside the 
boundaries of Bristol. Our first pitch was situated at 
Mill Lane, changing in the Social Club and heating up 
water for tin baths. With a break for the War years, 
and the transferring to what is now Coronation Park, 
we progressed from the Bristol & District League to 
Division Two of the Bristol Premier Combination, and 
then to Division One in 1961, after winning the GFA 
Junior Cup in 1950.  

In the 60’s the team (only a first team then) built 
their own baths at the Social Club. This period of 
success coincided with the renting of our present 
ground - Springfield - for £10 per annum from a local 
farmer and President Jim Warner. This was then 
open pastureland with cows, a rope had to be put 
around the playing area. It had no electricity, water 
or drainage and the tea bar was a garden shed. The 
offer to purchase for £250 was shortsightedly 
declined: as the field was later sold as part of 
development land and only intense lobbying led by 
then chairman Mike Packer persuaded the Council to 
allocate Springfield as part of Public Open Space 
leased to the Football Club for dual use. This has 
meant that we have not been entirely masters of our 
own destiny.  

Even so, the Gloucestershire county League 
championship in 1971/72, 72/73, 73/74 and runners 
up 74/75 at the same time winning the GFA Senior 
Amateur Cup in 1972/73, 73/74 and 74/75, under 
Ralph Miller’s Management. The success pushed the 
club into joining the Midland Combination after 
being turned down by the Western League due to 
the dressing rooms being situated too far from the 
pitch (what is now the Social Club bottle store). A 
stand was built for the requirement of the Midland 
Combination (with tea bar).  

After finishing fifth in the league and reaching the 
quarter finals of the FA Vase with a crowd of 2,000 
at Springfield, and more listening live on local Radio 
Bristol for the tie against Billericay Town from Essex, 
the manager left after a disagreement with the 
committee and took most of the players with him to 
Cinderford Town. This shook the club to the core, we 
were relegated and had to drop two divisions to the 
Avon Premier Combination (we were founder 
members) as there was no `Pyramid System’ in force 
at that time.  

A slow recovery took place, half time rooms being 
built, then a terrapin to provide on-pitch dressing 
rooms, taking advantage of newly laid drains for the 
new houses, a water supply, and electricity for 
training floodlights. The club were elected back into 
the Gloucestershire County League in 1984 and a 
reserve team was started in 1988 - run by John 
Clarke and formed from CHYMCA. The first team 
finished as runners-up in the County League in 1990. 
The Managers during this period were Bob Williams, 
Dave Pitman, Les Allan, John Harris, Andy Stone, 
Keith Cottrell, Brian Knighton, Mike Ratcliffe, and 
Chris Stone.  

We celebrated our Centenary by winning the League 
Championship for the fifth time in 1994, under the 
consistent managership of Brian Knighton, and we 
continued to dominate the league once again.  

Continued improvement on and off the field saw 
new dressing rooms built on the ground in 1997, a 
youth academy started under Malcolm Knowlson 
and a new terrapin replaced the one for the youth 
section formed from an amalgamation with local 
youth football club, Grimsbury Rangers.  

After winning the Gloucestershire County League for 
a record sixth time, under the management of Andy 
Black, an application to join the Western League was 



again turned down due to the lack of a fence.  Andy 
then left the club to join Bitton and Steve Plenty was 
appointed Manager along with Lee Knighton.   

After a public open meeting and a long battle with 
the Council, the fence was finally erected at a cost of 
£15,000 funded by Cadbury Heath Football 
Club. Steve and Lee’s first season in charge got 
runners up spot, of which consequently secured our 
election to the Toolstation Western League at long 
last!  

After two seasons in charge, Steve Plenty stood 
down due to family commitments and Lee Knighton 
took over the hot seat for a season and then the 
reigns were handed over to his assistant, Glen 
Smart, who consolidated our position for four 
seasons. Lee Knighton took over as First Team 
Manager for his second spell and appointed Andy 
Weeks as his assistant in season 2005/06, also that 
year Steve Plenty became Chairman when Dave 
Smart stood down.  

After five years of planning tribulations, floodlights 
were successfully installed at the end of season 
2008/09 - this being Phase one of Heath’s 
redevelopment plan, being largely due to the efforts 
of Chairman Steve Plenty. The Heath and the Social 
Club went their separate ways in season 2011/12. 
Phase two, is in the planning stage which is for a 
new dressing room facility incorporating a new club  

house and new 100 seat stand with a covered area 
for a further 100.  

Andy Black joined the club for his third spell in 
season 2010/11 appointing Glenn Smart as his 
assistant culminating in the first division 
championship and promotion to the Premier 
Division in season 2011/12. Then followed two good 
seasons in the premier division with the last two 
seasons being a period of trying to rebuild the side 
after most of the original players either retiring or 
moving on to higher level football.  

During season 2015/16 Roger Coke joined the club 
as coach. Season 2016/17 started with a new first 
team coach Phillip Bater (ex-Bristol Rovers) and the 
introduction of an Under 18 side who joined the 
Bristol & Glos U18 league.  

Mid-season Rob Mallett joined the coaching staff to 
assist Andy Black. The 1st team won the GFA 
Challenge Trophy beating Fairfield Town 4-3 on 
penalties. At the end of the season Andy Black 
resigned as manager and became director of 
football. Season 2017/18, Rob Mallett was 
appointed first team manager.  

Season 2018/19 Andy Black was reappointed team 
manager. 2019/20 John Black has joined the 
management team. 
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If you wish to discuss sponsorship in any form please contact  
Bob Buckingham, BTFC Vice Chairman & Commercial Manager 

bobbuckingham@btinternet.com or Tel: 07966 386091 

mailto:bobbuckingham@btinternet.com


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



OBJECTIONABLE BEHAVIOUR 
 

It has been stated many times that neither FOUL, ABUSIVE nor 

RACIST LANGUAGE will be tolerated within the League. 
 

The FA has now issued further guidelines to match officials  

regarding the handling of any situation which may bring the club, 

League or indeed the whole of the game into disrepute. 
 

It is a problem that everyone involved in the game must take 

responsibility for in an effort to eradicate it. 
 

Paying spectators are the lifeblood of every club and if they stay  

away from matches because of the objectionable behaviour of  

others everyone will suffer. 
 

TEAM MANAGERS AND PLAYERS ARE ENCOURAGED  

TO LEAD THE WAY IN RIDDING THE GAME OF AN 

UNNECESSARY EVIL, AND SET AN EXAMPLE BOTH ON  

AND OFF THE FIELD OF PLAY. 
 

RACIST REMARKS WILL NOT BE TOLERATED AND ALL 

REPORTED INCIDENTS WILL BE DEALT WITH IN THE 

STRONGEST POSSIBLE WAY. 



Please note the players are listed alphabetically and the actual team 

line-ups will be announced and made available before the game 

Bridgwater Town v 
E&OE 

Cadbury Heath 

© Mark Armstrong   Ben Allen 

Jake Brown   Enis Akgun 

Nathan Byrne   Matt Binding 

Noah Coppin   George Boon 

Tom Ellis   Harry Goidspink 

Harry Horton   Lewis Hedges 

Jamie Laird   Nathan Hewitt 

Oscar Latas   Matt Huxley 

Jake Llewellyn  GK Oliver Jones 

Luke Manley   Marcus Kelly 

Fraser McDiarmid GK  Ashley Kendall 

Ross McErlain   Charles Knight 

Ollie Morris   Kristian Lee 

Steve Murray   Simon McElroy 

Dave O’Hare   Ross Moorhead 

Dave Pearse   Eli Nichols 

Jack Taylor   Archie Parry 

Sean Thomson   Harry Pruett 

Dave Thorne   Reece Rogers 

Sam Towler   Lewis Saunders 

Jake Viney GK  Ethan Tucker 

Finley Wilkinson   Josh Williams 

   Dan Winstone 

   Tom Withers 

   Joe Woodley 
    

Dave Pearse Managers Andy Black 

Karl Baggaley  John Black 

Josh Crook Coach Tim Cotter  

Steve Laker GK Coach  

Taylor Cornish Therapist Shannon Spicer 

-----NEXT FIRST TEAM HOME GAME----- 

Saturday 11 January 2020 v Shepton Mallet 

Our Match Officials 
Referee 

Richard Lawrence 
(Axminster) 

Assistants 
Ali Francis 
(Beaminster) 

Brian Lee 
(Taunton) 

(Subject to late changes) 


