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CLICK ADVERT TO VISIT THEIR WEBSITE 

https://www.toolstation.com/


Despite our best efforts, more 
games called off means a fixture 
backlog and an extremely busy 
and demanding schedule in the 
final weeks of the season.  

Of the eight games played in 2020, 
we have lost just one and are very 
hopeful that we can carry on this 
good run and catch some of the 
teams above us and, in addition, 
make it through to at least one cup 
final, ideally both. 

We have had two very competitive 
games against Hallen already this 
season and we are fully expecting 
a third this afternoon,  

Your support throughout the 
season has been outstanding; 
more of the same today will make 
a real difference and help us 
secure an important three points. 

#COB 
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CLICK ADVERT TO VISIT THEIR WEBSITE 

https://www.paradedentalpractice.com/services


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

On behalf of myself and the club, let me extend a warm 
welcome to our visitors this Saturday, “The Armadillos” of 
Hallen FC – got to love that nickname!  

We hope their supporters, players and officials all enjoyed an easy 

journey from near Bristol down the M5 getting here and of course have a 
safe journey home.  

We also welcome extend our welcome to the match officials today. 

Well, certainly the weather has decimated non-league fixtures around the 
country in recent weeks and the Western League is no exception. When 
the weather does finally improve, all teams are going to have a fixture 
pile-up and it could well be the fittest survive in terms of getting results 
when playing twice or even three times a week.  

Hopefully the rain will cease and allow the grounds staff to get today’s 
game on where we are back to league action against a high flying Hallen. 
It would be nice to come off the enforced break  
with a win today but, of course, we will have  
to work hard to make it happen. 

It will be tough today as Hallen have been  
something of a dark horse in the premier   

this season, currently sitting 3rd in the table.  
We are unbeaten in five and sit only 7th, so  
the lads have to fancy it - a good game is in 
prospect! 

Enjoy what promises to be a great game and  
keep up your tremendous support. Enjoy your  
visit to Fairfax Park today! 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MAN v FAT Football - an FA-
endorsed 14 week football 
league exclusively for the 68% of 
UK men who are overweight or 
obese has three leagues running 
in Somerset. 

Back of the net! MAN v FAT Football is up 
and running again in Bridgwater in 2020, 
following another successful 12 months in 
the town. 

The football league is exclusively for 
overweight men and unique in that players 
can score points for their team both on and 
off the pitch. Players are rewarded for their 
weight loss performance as well as their 
footballing performance, and this is the key 
to the programme’s phenomenal success 
so far. 

MAN v FAT Football also has leagues in 
Taunton and Yeovil, as men in Somerset get 
the chance to shed those extra pounds. 

With 90% of players losing weight in MAN v 
FAT leagues across the country, and some 
players losing up to 70lbs during a 14 week 
league, it’s no wonder that the leagues 
have been so popular and won several 
awards including the ukactive Healthy 
Community Award. 

Set up by Andrew Shanahan, who himself 
lost five stone and was fed-up with weight 
loss classes aimed just at women, MAN v 
FAT Football combines the beautiful game 
with easy to follow diet and lifestyle advice 
as well as 24/7 support. There’s the 
traditional weigh-ins before each game, but 
this is then followed-up by a 30 minute 
game of six-a-side football. 

Extra goal bonuses are awarded depending 
on the pounds lost by the players, so it 
becomes a real team effort. With players 
choosing team names such as 17 Stone 
Roses, Borussia Munching Flapjack and OB 
City – it’s clear that the men enjoy the 
opportunity to get back on the pitch. 



MAN v FAT’s Head of Football Richard Crick 
said, “We’ve seen that MAN v FAT Football 
can have an incredible impact on the health 
of our players with 90% of players losing 
weight and 93% reporting improvements 
from a range of conditions such as curing 
sleep apnoea to reversing diabetes. 

“Our players have now lost more than 
250,000 lbs and these numbers are 
continuing to grow week on week.” 

Andy Dyke, National Participation Manager 
of Recreational Football at the Football 
Association said, “Football doesn’t begin 
and end with the professional game, there 
are different levels and styles of football 
played throughout the UK. 

“MAN v FAT Football is a brilliant initiative 
for anyone who wants to address their 
weight and start working their way back 
into playing football. The results of the 
leagues are extremely impressive. 

“You might be thinking that your footballing 
days are behind you, but MAN v FAT 
Football is a great bridge back into the 
national game. The FA are happy to back 
the scheme and suggest that players visit 
www.manvfatfootball.org to get started.” 

Chris Fenton, joined MAN v FAT Football 
and has now dropped over 5 stone, “MAN 
V FAT Football gave me a kick up 

the behind and made me realise how bad 
my health was. I was then put into a group 
of lads who all had the same goals to play 
football and to lose weight. 

“It gives me a focus and a desire to lose 
weight and as the weeks go on I feel better 
about myself. I have more energy and for 
the first time I’m able to play with my kids 
without getting tired. I’m truly grateful for 
this opportunity and would recommend it 
to any man.” 

Players can join up at 
www.manvfat.com/football 

and they can get more information by 
calling 0345 163 1042 or emailing 

football@manvfat.com 

Bridgwater League: 
Robert Blake and Elmwood Leisure, 

Hamp Avenue, Bridgwater, TA6 6AW 
Thursdays 7.30pm to 9.30pm 

https://www.manvfatfootball.org/bridgwater 

There are over 20 million overweight and 
obese men in the UK, accounting for nearly 
7 out of every 10 men. The issue of weight 
has become such a concern that a recent 
report suggested that the government 
should treat this as the number one public 
health concern. Despite this, funding has 
been cut to local authorities and men are 
nearly 300% less likely to get support for 
their weight than women. 
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Andy is HALF the man he used 

to be with MAN v FAT Football 
MAN v FAT Football player Andy 
Boland has lost over SIXTEEN 
stone since starting his weight 
loss journey in 2018 – and you 
can follow in his footsteps in one 
of the three MAN v FAT leagues 
in Somerset. 

Andy’s weight loss means that he’s MAN v 
FAT Football’s biggest loser, holding the 
record for the most weight ever lost 
through the popular programme.  

Andy, 31, got the news that he was pre-
diabetic and in danger of developing the 
condition in 2017, and this, along with his 
high blood pressure, gave him the wake-up 
call he needed to lose weight. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
But he struggled with slimming clubs and 
GP referral programmes, finding that he 
needed more accountability to keep him on 
the right track.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

He joined MAN v FAT Football after initially 
thinking it would be a game of walking 
football. “I quickly found out that it isn’t 
walking football!” he said, “and although I 
was worried that I wouldn’t be able to play 
football, no one minded when it turned out 
that I was terrible at it!” 

MAN v FAT Football is a football league 
with a twist, as players are all overweight 
when they join, with a BMI of 27.5 or over. 
Through playing football and the support of 
teammates who are also aiming to reduce 
their waistline, 90% of players who join 
successfully lose weight. 

Players weigh in before every game with a 
dedicated coach, and their weight loss 
directly impacts their team’s score, allowing 
them to score goals before setting foot on 
the pitch. Goals scored during the 30 
minute games are then added to these 
scores to decide the match’s winner. 



Since launching in 2016, MAN v FAT 
Football has helped players across the UK 
lose almost 250,000lbs and its success is 
down to the peer support each player 
receives in their teammates. 

Andy said “When I tried to lose weight 
before, nothing made me want to continue, 
but now I know that I have to lose weight 
for my team. I don’t want to let them 
down, so that gives me the drive to keep 
going.” 

Weight loss isn’t easy, especially when you 
are trying to go it alone, so the group 
support provided by MAN v FAT Football is 
key.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“Every single day, it’s tough, and there are 
times when you turn to food for comfort, 
but I remember that I’m doing this for the 
boys on my team. It’s all about getting back 
on track and making sure a bad day doesn’t 
turn into a bad week, and knowing I have 
their support behind me really helps.” Andy 
said. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Losing weight is often high on everyone’s 
New Year’s resolutions, but research has 
found that by the second week of February 
most people consider themselves to have 
failed. The good news is that it’s never too 
late, and MAN v FAT Football leagues run 
year-round, with seasons lasting for 14 
weeks at a time.  

Players get weekly football games with FA-
accredited referees, support from their 
coach and teammates, exclusive player 
resources such as Q&As with weight loss 
and fitness experts, a player handbook and 
the chance to represent their league at the 
yearly MAN v FAT Football Festival. 

Andy aims to lose another few stone before 
going on to maintain his incredible weight 
loss through continuing with his newfound 
good habits.  

He said: “MAN v FAT Football has 100% 
changed my life and I cannot emphasise 
that enough” 

MAN v FAT Football hosts leagues in Bridgwater, Taunton & Yeovil! 
To join the Bridgwater league, visit: 

https://www.manvfatfootball.org/bridgwater 

https://www.manvfatfootball.org/bridgwater


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

https://manvfat.com/
https://www.manvfatfootball.org/Home/Registration
https://talk.manvfat.com/
https://www.manvfatprogress.com/
https://www.bridgwatertownfc.com/shop


 

If you’re hungry and want a treat 

The Red Rose Café  

is the place to eat 
Delicious food cooked on the day 
It’s all so good you’ll want to stay 

 
Hot & Cold food and drinks 

served with a cheery word and a 
smile by Sue and the girls 

 
The Faggot, Chips & Peas is 

famous throughout the league! 

Don’t forget to pop in 
and see Will at  

 

  
 

for all your BTFC gifts and 
goodies… you’ll be surprised 

just what he’s got in there!  

And if he hasn’t already got 
what you are searching for,  
he will do his best to try and 

get it for you. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Is an Unincorporated 
Members’ Club 

  

Chairman Adrian Byrne 

Vice Chairman 

& Commercial 
Bob Buckingham 

Hon. Treasurer Paul Welham 

Secretary 
Ian Barber 

Welfare Officer 

Assistant Secretary Kerry Miller 

Club Photographer Debbie Gould 

Social Club Manager Marc Crisp 

Matchday Catering Sue Chilcott 

Groundsman Nick Crocker 

Assistants Eddie Pike 

& Bill Baker 

Fan Liaison Officer Alan King 

Committee Member Andrew Cattle 

Club Shop Will Pilborough 

Life Members Peter Besley 

Peter Criddle 

Alan Hurford 

Eddie Pike 

Keith Setter 

Sally Wright 
  

First Team 

Joint Managers 

Karl Baggaley  

& Dave Pearse 

Sports Therapist Taylor Cornish 

Coach Josh Crook  

GK Coach Steve Laker 

Team BTC/BTFC  

U18 Manager 
Mo Hopkins 

  

 



Serving all surrounding areas of 
Somerset for 34 years with an 
unbeatable service in vehicle 
disposal, skip delivery and 
collection 

Johnson Metals prides itself on 
upholding an honest, professional 
and reliable service in scrap metal 
recycling and vehicle disposal. 

And as a family owned business, 
licensed by the Environment 
Agency, we are not only a fully 
authorised treatment facility for 
end-of-life vehicles, but a well-
respected local firm in the 
community too. 

Top Prices paid for ferrous and 
non-ferrous scrap metal. 

Call: 
01278 - 422595 

Email: 
lisa@johnsonmetalsltd.co.uk  

Website: 
www.johnsonmetals.co.uk  

 

Opening times: 

Monday: 8am-4.30pm 

Tuesday: 8am-4.30pm 

Wednesday: 8am-4.30pm 

Thursday: 8am-4.30pm 

Friday: 8am-4.30pm 

Saturday: 8am-12pm 

Sunday: Closed 

 

mailto:lisa@johnsonmetalsltd.co.uk
http://www.johnsonmetals.co.uk/


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

WE’VE MET  

BEFORE! 

22 Mar 2005 H 0 4  SDL 141 
14 Apr 2005 A 0 0  SDL 68 
15 Oct 2005 A 1 3 Rice (C) TWL 53 
31 Dec 2005 H 4 2 Anthony (S), Ferro, King, Kingston TWL 219 
21 Jan 2006 H 0 1  LPC 178 
21 Apr 2007 A 1 0 Forward (D) TWL 71 
08 May 2007 H 4 2 Forward (D), Kirk, Young, O/G TWL 270 
26 Sep 2009 H 1 0 Mercieca FAC 380 
05 Sep 2017 H 3 0 Burrows (R), Camper, Llewellyn (J) TWL 116 
20 Jan 2018 A 2 1 Duffy, Taylor TWL 62 
21 Aug 2018 A 2 1 Brown, White (C) TWL 38 
12 Jan 2019 H 1 0 Taylor TWL 253 
10 Aug 2019 H 1 0 Thorne FAC 129 
14 Sep 2019 A 6 4 Horsey, Llewellyn, Murray,  

O’Hare, Taylor Towler 
TWL 65 

 

HALLEN AFC. 

Last season the “Armadillos” finished in 12th place in the Premier Division standings 
with 14 wins from the 38 matches played. This was an improvement of five places on 
the 2017-18 season but nevertheless ‘Town still managed to complete the “double” 

but as in the previous campaign both matches were close and hard fought. 

The sides have met twice already in this season and once again Bridgwater finished on 
top, but it could have been very different in the FAC encounter if a) Hallen had been at 
full strength and b) if their forward line had not spurned so many goal scoring chances. 

At the time of writing, Hallen are enjoying a string of good results and are one of the 
Division’s form teams. They sit in 3rd place with a 7-point advantage over us. Hallen 

have recently held Exmouth Town to a 0-0 draw at Southern Road and beaten 
Clevedon Town. This fixture is therefore likely to prove a stern test for both teams. 

Daryl Charman, who top scored for Hallen last season with 16 goals from 44 
appearances, has moved to Shepton Mallet and Troy Simpson, who looked to be their 

standout pre-season signing has moved on to join Roman Glass St George. 

In as their replacements have come Sacha Tong and Aron Robbins. Both are ex 
Bridgwater Town players and both are averaging nearly a goal a game (14 from 16 and 
11 from 15 respectively). Kyle Thomas and Isaac Reid make up the rest of the ex ‘Town 

contingent in their line-up. 

Shakeil Green was voted Players’ player and Manager’s player of the year last season at 
TWL First Division side, Welton Rovers. 

 



BTFC FIRST TEAM          SEASON 2019/20 
2019      SCORE  
AUG SAT 03 LGE A BRISLINGTON L 1-2 
 TUE 06 LGE H CRIBBS D 1-1 
 SAT 10 FAC H HALLEN W 1-0 
 SAT 17 LGE A CHIPPING SODBURY TOWN W 8-1 
 SAT 24 FAC H BRISLINGTON  W 7-0 
 SAT 31 LGE H PLYMOUTH PARKWAY  W 2-0 
SEPT SAT 07 FAC H BRISTOL MANOR FARM L 1-3 
 SAT 14 LGE A HALLEN W 6-4 
 SAT 21 LGE A WELLINGTON  W 3-0 
 WED 25 LGE A CADBURY HEATH D 3-3 
 SAT 28 LGE H ROMAN GLASS ST GEORGE W 2-0 
OCT TUE 01 SPC A FROME TOWN W 2-0 
 SUN 06 LGE A BRIDPORT  W 6-0 
 SAT 12 FAV A NEWPORT IOW W 2-0 
 SAT 19 LGE H BITTON L 2-3 
 WED 23 LGE A WESTBURY UNITED W 2-1 
 SAT 26 LGE H BUCKLAND ATHLETIC D 3-3 
 WED 30 LPC H ODD DOWN W 5-2 
NOV SAT 02 FAV A SALTASH UNITED POSTPONED 
 WED 06 FAV A SALTASH UNITED POSTPONED 
 SAT 09 LGE H CADBURY HEATH  POSTPONED 
 WED 13 FAV A SALTASH UNITED (@BW) W 2-0 
 SAT 16 LGE A SHEPTON MALLET L 0-1 
 TUE 19 SPC A KEYNSHAM TOWN W 1-0 
 SAT 23 LGE A CRIBBS W 3-2 
 SAT 30 FAV A BRADFORD TOWN L 3-4 
DEC TUE 03 LGE H KEYNSHAM TOWN D 1-1 
 SAT 07 LGE A KEYNSHAM TOWN W 1-0 
 TUE 10 LPC A WELLS CITY W 3-1 
 SAT 14 LGE A ODD DOWN POSTPONED 
 WED 18 LGE A TAVISTOCK     POSTPONED  
 SAT 21 LGE H BRISLINGTON POSTPONED  
 THU 26 LGE H STREET L 2-4 
 SAT 28 LGE A CLEVEDON TOWN L 1-2 
 

 



BTFC FIRST TEAM          SEASON 2019/20 
2020      SCORE  
JAN SAT 04 LGE H BRIDPORT W 3-2 
 TUE 07 LGE H CADBURY HEATH W 4-0 
 SAT 11 LGE H SHEPTON MALLET L 1-2 
 TUE 14 LPC H EXMOUTH TOWN POSTPONED 
 SAT 18 LGE A BUCKLAND ATHLETIC POSTPONED 
 TUE 21 LGE H WELLINGTON W 2-0 
 SAT 25 LGE A EXMOUTH TOWN D 0-0 
 FRI 31 LGE H CLEVEDON TOWN D 3-3 
FEB TUE 04 LPC H EXMOUTH TOWN W 3-1  
 SAT 08 LGE A ODD DOWN W 3-2  
 FRI 14 LGE A PLYMOUTH PARKWAY POSTPONED  

 SAT 22 LGE H HALLEN    
 TUE 25 SPC A WELLS CITY 19:30  
 SAT 29 LGE H CHIPPING SODBURY TOWN    
MAR WED 04 LGE A TAVISTOCK 19:45  
 SAT 07   NO GAME 
 TUE 10 LGE H BRISLINGTON 19:45   
 SAT 14 LGE A BITTON    
 TUE 17 LGE H BRADFORD TOWN 19:45  
 SAT 21 LGE H WESTBURY UNITED    
 TUE 24 LGE A BUCKLAND ATHLETIC 19:30  
 SAT 28 LGE A ROMAN GLASS ST GEORGE    
APR SAT 04 LGE H ODD DOWN  
 FRI 10 LGE A STREET  
 MON 13   NO GAME EASTER MONDAY 
 SAT 18 LGE H TAVISTOCK    
 TUE 21 LGE H EXMOUTH TOWN 19:45  
 THU 23 LGE A PLYMOUTH PARKWAY 19:45   
 SAT 25 LGE A BRADFORD TOWN   
TBA   LPC H TAVISTOCK OR WARMINSTER TOWN  
 

 

 

 
 

Subject to change  LGE=League | LPC=Les Phillips Cup | FAC=FA Cup | FAV=FA Vase | SPC=Somerset Premier Cup 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



                                 Standings after games played Wednesday 19 February 2020 

 P W D L F A GD Pts 

1 Bradford Town 22 19 1 2 69 20 49 58 

2 Plymouth Parkway 21 18 1 2 73 19 54 55 

3 Hallen 25 16 4 5 56 38 18 52 
4 Tavistock 22 16 2 4 61 27 34 50 

5 Exmouth Town 22 16 2 4 55 21 34 50 

6 Shepton Mallet 24 15 3 6 60 30 30 48 

7 Bridgwater Town 25 13 6 6 63 37 26 45 
8 Bitton 22 13 2 7 58 33 25 41 

9 Street 28 12 4 12 60 60 0 40 

10 Clevedon Town 27 12 4 11 53 56 -3 40 

11 Westbury United 26 11 3 12 49 38 11 36 

12 Keynsham Town 27 10 4 13 47 54 -7 34 

13 Buckland Athletic 21 10 2 9 38 42 -4 32 

14 Brislington 24 9 4 11 35 55 -20 31 

15 Roman Glass St George 24 8 4 12 52 41 11 28 

16 Cadbury Heath 28 6 7 15 33 71 -38 25 

17 Cribbs 25 7 2 16 33 63 -30 23 

18 Bridport 25 5 2 18 35 80 -45 17 

19 Chipping Sodbury Town 26 5 1 20 29 84 -55 16 

20 Wellington 27 3 3 21 24 67 -43 12 

21 Odd Down 25 3 1 21 22 69 -47 10 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Our Match Mascots are from 

Victoria Park Rangers  

Under 10s 
managed by Jason Bale 

We hope you all enjoy your 

afternoon at Fairfax Park 



The first football club to bear the town’s name 
was formed on 28th January 1898 at a meeting 
held at the Cross Rifles public house on Bath 
Road. Bridgwater AFC entered the Somerset 
Senior League, playing at Sydenham House on 
Bath Road, and lifted the Somerset Senior Cup 
in their first full season, beating Yeovil Casuals 
1-0 in the Final played at Wells. Unfortunately, 
the Club was forced to disband in 1901 due to 
lack of support and financial difficulties. 

Two years later, another Bridgwater AFC was 
formed and played for ten years in local 
leagues from their base in the Westonzoyland 
Road area of the town. 1914 saw this club fold 
due to the outbreak of World War One. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Unsure which of the two Bridgwater AFC’s this is? 

1919 saw the birth of local works side Wills 
Athletic who played in local leagues from their 
Victoria Park home. In 1921 they changed their 
name to Bridgwater Town FC and moved to 
Chilton Park from where they played for ten 
further years, winning a few minor honors, 
until football came to an end in the town until 
after World War Two. 

Crown Dynamos, based at the Crown Inn, St 
John Street, were formed in 1946 playing at 
Eastover Park. They played in the Bridgwater & 
District League for a year before progressing 
into the Somerset Senior League - finishing a 
creditable 3rd in 1948. That year also saw the 
Club move to a new venue, Castlefield and 
change its name to Bridgwater Town AFC.  

In season 1949/50 the Club were accepted into 
the Western League Division Two and two fifth 
place finishes were achieved in their first two 
seasons. This was followed up by claiming 
runners-up position in season 1951/52, thus 
gaining promotion to Division One. The Club 
were to remain in the top division of the 
Western League for the next 30 years, winning 
the Western League title twice, in seasons 
1967/68 and 1980/81.  

Season 1982-83 saw the club make the bold 
move up to the Southern League Midland 
Division, but after only two seasons at the 
higher level, and with mounting debts, the club 
went into voluntary liquidation….  

THE END OF AN ERA! 

But like a phoenix from the ashes, Bridgwater 
Town (1984) FC was formed by a loyal band of 
club stalwarts and started life at a new home, 
Fairfax Park, in Division Two of the Somerset 
County League. Unfortunately, with a young 
and inexperienced side relegation followed at 
the end of their first season, but steady 
progression including a hat-trick of Somerset 
County League titles, the Western League 
Division One title and runners-up spot in the 
Western League Premier Division in season 
2006/07 - behind Corsham Town, who couldn’t 

 



be promoted due to issues with their facilities - 
earned the club a place back in the Southern 
Football League, 23 years after the heartbreak 
caused by the demise of the old club.  

The first three seasons back at the higher level 
were fairly successful for ‘The Robins’ with the 
team just missing out on the end of season 
play-offs in 2007/08 (6th) and 2008/09 (7th) 
and missing out on promotion after being 
beaten at home by Cirencester Town after 
extra time in the Play-Off final in 2009/10 after 
finishing the regular season in 3rd place. 
Season 2008/09 also saw the team reach the 
Final of the Southern League Cup losing on 
aggregate to Atherstone Town.  

However, the Club was left reeling with the 
departure of joint managers Craig Laird & Leigh 
Robinson and a mass exodus of players during 
the summer of 2010.  

Seasons 2010/11 and 2011/12 saw the club 
battling at the wrong end of the table under 
the leadership of former reserve team manager 
Rob Dray.  

Another club stalwart Kevin Milsom took 
charge for season 2012/13 and after an 
indifferent start, things looked to be coming 
together by Christmas. Then the wet weather 
caused all sorts of problems for the team who 
eventually had to play 21 league fixtures in just 
57 days! They finished a disappointing 19th. 

In 2014/15 Bridgwater Town FC 1984 finished 
12th in the Evo-Stik South & West League and 
were semi-finalists in the Somerset Premier 
Cup under the management of Richard Fey 
who moved on to Paulton Rovers at the start of 
the 2015/16 season. 

2015/16 saw a new look team under the 
stewardship of former Taunton Town player 
and manager Paul West. Whilst the club 
languished nearer the foot of the 
table, relegation was never a real threat and 
Paul bought and brought through a fantastic 
crop of younger players in a bid to help shape 
the future and ethos of the club. 

Paul's resignation at the end of season 2015/16 
paved the way for the return of former 
manager Craig Laird. At the start of 2017, after 
early exits in the FA Cup (Plymouth Parkway), 
FA Trophy (North Leigh) and with just two 
league victories, Craig chose to further his 
career in the Southern Premier League with 
Dorchester Town and was replaced in the role 
by Phil Hucker. With 6 games of the season 
remaining, Dave Pearse took charge but by 
then, relegation was a certainty, so Bridgwater 
Town began 2017/18 in the Toolstation 
Western League with Dave still in the role 
alongside former Barnstaple joint manager Karl 
Baggaley. 

A solid eighth place in the league along with 
good runs in the FA Cup and FA Vase and a 
narrow Les Phillips Cup semi-final defeat to 
Shepton Mallet was a strong return to Step 5 
and a great platform for the club to kick on. 

Season 2018/19 saw the club remain under the 
stewardship of Dave and Karl. Fourth place in 
the league was achieved with the club only 
losing 5 league games (compared to 16 the 
season before). Unfortunately, the cup 
competitions didn’t bring much success and the 
team were beaten by Cheddar in their first FA 
Cup game and by Exmouth Town at the first 
hurdle in the FA Vase. There was more semi-
final heartbreak in the Les Phillips Cup, Willand 
this time winning a penalty shootout. Jack 
Taylor secured a share of the Toolstation 
League’s Golden Boot by netting 33 goals for 
the club.  

There is much optimism that season 2019/20 
will see the team challenging on all fronts. 
Much of the squad has been retained and with 
some shrewd signings, it looks set to be an 
exciting season. 

The Club also run a reserve side who compete 
in the First Division of the Somerset County 
League. They were Premier League champions 
in seasons 2008/09 and 2009/10. The Under 
18s squad play in the South West Counties 
Youth League. 



MEET THE ROBINS’ SQUAD 2019/20 
JAKE VINEY (GOALKEEPER) Fantastic shot stopper and sweeper keeper. Jake was the Players’ and 
Supporters’ Player of the Season in 2015/16 but, following a serious injury that kept him out for 

the following season, he has come back stronger than ever with some outstanding performances. 

Sponsored by Debbie Gould 

MARK ARMSTRONG (DEFENDER / MIDFIELDER) Captain of the club; an experienced, hardworking, 
tough tackling midfielder who joined us from Cheddar. Mark has had spells at Barnstaple Town, 

Chard, Clevedon Town and Shepton Mallet. 

Sponsored by Paul Welham 

TOM ELLIS (DEFENDER) A ‘no nonsense’ defender, Tom was captain of the Wellington side that 
won the Toolstation Western League Division One title in 2016/17. His height makes him a real 

threat from set pieces. 

Sponsored by Nick Crocker & Sue Chilcott 
OWEN IRISH (DEFENDER) Signed on dual registration with Taunton Town in mid-January 2020, 

Owen has bags of experience at a higher level having also played for Taunton’s Southern League 
rivals Tiverton Town. He certainly knows where the goals is too! 

Sponsored by Bob & Gill Buckingham 

JAKE LLEWELLYN (LEFT BACK) Top quality defender who has played at National League South Level 
for Weston Super Mare; great going forward with a wand of a left foot. Great performances last 

season earnt him Players’ Player of the Season. 

Sponsored by Jon Hebbes 
LUKE MANLEY (DEFENDER) Part of the successful BTC squad, Luke joins us with the experience of 

having played at Willand Rovers, Taunton Town and the English Schools National Team. 

Sponsored by  

DAVE THORNE (RIGHT BACK) Now in his third season at the club ‘Mr consistent’ always is an 8/10 
week in week out. Dave is a committed tough tackling defender who always gives everything. His 

performances earned him Managers’ Player of the Season for 2017/18. 

Sponsored by KRC Financial management 

JAKE BROWN (MIDFIELDER) Goal scoring midfielder signed from Melksham after a spell as  
captain with Wells City where he won the Toolstation Division One title and the Somerset Premier 

Cup. Jake brings plenty of experience and real attacking threat. 

Sponsored by KRC Financial management 

NATHAN BYRNE (MIDFIELDER) Another product of the successful Partnership with BTC. Nathan is 
exciting young talent with a big future. He has great technical ability, is fantastic with the ball and 

has a great left foot. 

Sponsored by  

HARRY HORTON (MIDFIELDER) An all-round midfield player with an eye for a pass; an excellent 
season in 2018-19 earned him Managers’ Player of the Year and the Luke Buckingham Award and 

is looking to have another strong season. 

Sponsored by The Robins’ Nest BTFC Club Shop 

https://www.flickr.com/photos/135878070@N07/albums
http://www.krcfinancialmanagement.co.uk/
http://www.krcfinancialmanagement.co.uk/


OLLIE MORRIS (MIDFIELDER) Returns to the club from Larkhall Athletic. Had a spell at Street 
where he was part of the squad that won the TWL Premier Division title. 

Sponsored by Western Fuel Bridgwater 

SEAN THOMSON (MIDFIELDER) Sean is a strong tackling, attacking midfielder with excellent touch 
and a keen eye for goal. He joined us from Plymouth Parkway in November and is also a regular 

member of the Army FA squad. 

Sponsored by  

SAM TOWLER (MIDFIELDER) Sam returned to Bridgwater after a successful spell with Wellington 
where he was part of the Division One winning squad.  A technically fantastic box to box midfielder 

who has an eye for goal. 

Sponsored by Precision Pointing Exeter 

FINLEY WILKINSON (MIDFIELDER) Another young talent coming through with a big future. Has 
great ability at set-piece deliveries and can get up & down the pitch to join in with attacking play. 

Sponsored by Dave Keirle 
NOAH COPPIN (STRIKER) Another member of the BTC side who has forced his way into first team 
contention with some great displays. Has also played for his hometown club Taunton this season. 

Sponsored by Pat Parker 

OSCAR LATAS (STRIKER) - Signed in December 2019, Oscar brings lots of experience to the squad 
having had spells with Bridport, Street and Melksham Town. 

Sponsored by Mike Moran 

JACK TAYLOR (STRIKER) ‘Mr Bridgwater’, Jack signed from Wellington two seasons ago and won 
Supporters’ Player of the Season and Players’ Player of the Season. He has now hit 57 goals in 67 

games for Bridgwater! Last season, he again won Supporters Player of the Season alongside being 
the joint Toolstation League ‘Golden Boot’. 

Sponsored by 1: Bill Gordon / 2: The Palace Nightclub 
 

IN THE ROBINS’ DUGOUT 
DAVE PEARSE - Manager: Hugely experienced, Dave returned to Bridgwater Town as joint 

player/manger with Karl Baggaley in season 2017/18 and will be looking to build on a fourth-place 
finish and league cup semi-final last time out, along with extending his playing career. 

Sponsored by London Cigarette Card Co Ltd 

KARL BAGGALEY - Manager: 
Sponsored by Red Care IT Ltd 

TAYLOR CORNISH - Sports Therapist: 
Sponsored by Parade Dental Practice 

STEVE LAKER - Goalkeeper Coach: 
Sponsored by 1: Debbie Gould / 2: London Cigarette Card Co Ltd 

 
 

https://www.precisionpointing.co.uk/
https://www.londoncigcard.co.uk/
https://www.paradedentalpractice.com/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/135878070@N07/albums
https://www.londoncigcard.co.uk/


The History of Hallen AFC 
The club was formed by members of a new 
community living at Lawrence Weston on 
the outskirts of Bristol, which had been 
developed shortly after World War Two. 
The club was named Lawrence Weston 
Athletic and played in the Bristol & District 
League, and it has moved forward steadily 
since moving to the village of Hallen in 
1979, to conform with League Ground 
grading.  

Much of the credit for the progress of this 
club can be accredited to the late Frank 
Fairman and his family. His son Francis, and 
grandson Lee continue the link with the 
club. In fact Lee played a major part in our 
fight for survival during the summer of 
2015, when the club was in danger of losing 
its home. So it was no surprise when long 
serving Chairman Barrie Phillips nominated 
Lee to take over the chair from himself, at 
the next AGM.  

The club became known as Lawrence 
Weston Hallen when it relocated to 
Moorhouse Lane, joining the Gloucester 
County League in 1982, and under that title 
were runners up 1987-88, and Champions 
1988- 89, after which the club dropped 
Lawrence Weston from its title to become 
known as simply Hallen.  

The club completed the double in 1992-93, 
when winning the Gloucestershire 
Challenge Trophy and the League title. 
Promotion was achieved, joining the 
Hellenic League Division One, and after 
further improvements to the facilities 
(particularly the erection of floodlights and  
a 200-seater stand), a runner-up position  
 

in 1996–97 led to another step up, to the 
Hellenic League Premier Division.  

The club had always considered the 
Western League as its goal, as this League 
was more familiar with Bristolians than the 
Hellenic League. Their wish to transfer over 
was granted at the second time of asking 
but it was insisted that the club join the 
First Division for season 2000-01.  

The club finished fourth in its first season in 
the Western League and reached the last 
sixteen of the FA Vase losing to Brigg Town 
6-5 in extra time. Further progress was 
made when new manager Gary Damone 
led the team to the Division One title in 
Season 2003-4, and fourth place in the 
Premier Division at the first attempt. The 
club also reached the final of the GFA 
Trophy and were denied a place in the first 
round of the F.A. Cup when losing to 
Nationwide Conference side Canvey Island 
in the fourth and final qualifying round.  

This success saw Southern League side 
Taunton Town tempt Gary Damone to try 
his hand at a higher level, which in turn saw 
Hallen have a dip in form, as players were 
also tempted away. It is however well 
known that a high percentage of players 
are happy to return to Hallen, and for 
season 2009-10 the club welcomed back 
Gary Damone as manager and many former 
players too.  

The club finished in a disappointing twelfth 
position in 2009-10, but a crop of long term 
injuries did not help. The club however 
were to lift the Western League (Les 
Phillips) Cup for the first time.  



The club had experienced a bad start to 
season 2010/11 which saw the departure 
of Gary Damone who chose to take charge 
of his own town club Wellington. Club 
stalwart Paul Owen was given the task of 
steering the team to safety. With just one 
win prior to taking over in November, he 
and his assistant John Tierney changed 
fortunes around and we were safe from 
relegation with six games left.  

Paul Owen's first full season as manager 
saw the club challenging for the title, but a 
dip in form saw the club slip to fourth. Off 
the field, the club had ensured promotion 
would not be denied, had the club won the 
title by obtaining the ground grading for 
Southern League football. 

Season 2012-13 saw no repeat of a 
challenge for promotion, but the season 
was kept alive by reaching the final of the 
Les Phillips League Cup for a 2nd time. In 
the final Willand Rovers won 1-0 before a 
crowd of 400 at Cribbs FC. As Paul Owen 
had already decided to step down at the 
end of the campaign, it was unfortunate 
that he could not see his side lift the cup.  

By mid-May the club announced that 
Hengrove Athletic manager Jamie Hillman 
was to take over as manager, He had been 
at the helm for eight years at Hengrove, 
and had just guided them to the Premier 
Division as runners up in April.  

The 2013-14 season under Jamie and his 
assistant Grantley Dicks, was a mixture of 
highs and lows. The highs being success in 
lifting the GFA Trophy for a third time and 
reaching the fifth round of the FA Vase 
losing away to West Auckland Town. In 
contrast we finished the League campaign 
without a win in fifteen games.  

Manager Jamie Hillman announced that he 
would be leaving, and previous manager 
Paul Owen agreed to return for the 2014-
15 season. By November the League form 
was yet again cause for concern and Paul 
decided it would be best to bring in a new 
face, rather than wait to the end of the 
season.  

Steve Winter a former Walsall and Torquay 
player was appointed with a view, of him 
settling in, prior to the coming season. He 
was to resign in December 2015, and long 
serving player Tom Collett took on the role 
as player manager assisted by Rayan Wilson 
for the 2016-17 season.  

Following another poor run of results, Tom 
Collett made way for former player Ben 
Willshire to return as the new manager. 
Ben guided the club away from relegation, 
but when fortunes did not change in the 
next campaign, it was decided his assistant 
Rob Sage should take over the helm prior 
to Christmas 2017, with Ben remaining as a 
player. The resignation of Rob Sage forced 
the club to seek another manager in 
February. 

Former manager Gary Damone returned as 
interim manager, whilst the club decided 
on a replacement from a record number of 
applicants. The successful candidate being 
former player Ray Johnstone, who had 
guided Odd Down to the title in 2016. Ray 
recruited another former Hallen player 
Tony Davis as his assistant for the 2018-19 
season, unfortunately Tony had to step 
down during the season. It was a season 
which saw a more settled side, finishing in 
12th place the best for several years.  

For the 2019-20 season, Ray has appointed 
Dean Horseman as his assistant. 
 



SQUAD PROFILES 
Ray Johnston 
Position: Manager  
Notes: Ended his first season in charge last year with 
the clubs highest placed finish for 8 years Ray has a 
wealth of experience both playing and managing. As 
well as playing professional football for Bristol 
Rovers, he also represented England at school boy 
level. As a manager Ray had a short spell at 
Portishead before becoming a firm favourite at Odd 
Down, guiding them to the Western Premier League 
title in 2015/16 (but he doesn’t like to mention 
that!?). 

Dean Horseman 
Position:  Assistant Manager 
Nickname:  Horse 
Notes:  Dean has arrived this season to assist Ray and 
add some extra weight to his team talks. He brings 
with him plethora of managerial and coaching 
experience, as well as being another big character. 
The Gaffer only hopes he has the stomach for the 
fight! 
  

Aaron Anglin 
Age: 31 
Position: Att (C) 
Nickname: Angs 
Notes: Aaron is one of the nicest guys in local 
football. So nice in fact that he tends to let the 
opposition off when he is a yard out. 

Ed Bamfo 
Age:  21 
Position:  Def / Mid (RL) 
Nickname:  Bams 
Notes: In the two and half games he played towards 
the end of last season Ed nearly won Manger’s Player 
of the Year. Signed from Gloucestershire County 
League winners Lebeq he can jog faster than most 
people can sprint. Definitely one for the future! 

George Binding 
Age:  24 
Position:  Mid (C) 
Nickname:  Bindo 
Notes: Signed from local Western League rivals 
Cribbs, George misses the early part of the season as 
he is away erecting festival scaffolding. Ironically 
scaffold poles are a thicker diameter than his legs. 

Tom Bradley 
Age:  24 
Position:  Def (LC) 
Nickname:  Braders 
Notes: Tom returned to the club from local rivals 
Cribbs a couple of seasons ago. He has great fitness 
and is a very level headed character who loves to kick 
the ball out of play a lot. 

Matt Davis 
Age:  28 
Position:  Def (C) 
Nickname: The Milky Bar Kid 
Notes: The longest serving member of the squad, but 
yet still no one knows what his voice sounds like. 
Matt is great in the air and composed on the ball.  

Elliott Gibbons 
Age:  23 
Position:  Mid (C) 
Nickname: Gibbo 
Notes: A new signing this season Elliott is a quality 
midfielder. His composure on the ball and great 
vision makes him a welcome signing. His previous 
clubs include Bath City and Paulton Rovers.  

Shakeil Green 
Age: 25 
Position: Mid (LC) 
Nickname: Shaks 
Notes: New signing from Welton Rovers, Shakeil won 
both their Players Player and Managers Player 
awards last season.  He is a clever player with two 
great feet and an eye for goal. Looking forward to 
seeing him in a Hallen shirt this season! 

Luke Hall-Cousins 
Age: 29 
Position: Def (C) 
Nickname:  
Notes: Captain of the team Luke is a strong no 
nonsense defender. Larger than life, if his backside 
doesn’t fill up the changing room his character will. 
Previously played for  Chippenham. 

Sam Hill 
Age: 24 
Position: Mid (C) 
Notes: Signed from Mangotsfield at the end of last 
season Sam is an energetic combative midfielder who 
chips in with his share of goals. 



SQUAD PROFILE 

Robert Latham 
Age: 23 
Position: Att (RC) 
Notes: A new signing this season Rob is a pacey 
centre forward, who always seems to be in the right 
place to get a goal. Previous clubs include Portishead. 

Liam Macfarlane 
Age: 29 
Position: GK 
Nickname: Mackers 
Notes: An excellent keeper, Liam’s handling and 
distribution are some of the best in the league. Last 
season’s Player’s Player he is often seen with a bag of 
frozen peas, and is a menace after a pint. 

Jack Mills 
Age:  25 
Position:  Def / Mid (R) 
Nickname:  Rooney 
Notes:  Previously played for Henbury, Jack has a 
sweet right foot and scores his fair share of goals. If 
he could man mark as tight as he gets into a bag of 
crisps he’d be playing at a higher level. Loves a 
budget holiday! 

Isaac Reid 
Age: 26 
Position: Att (C) 
Nickname: Zac 
Notes: Signed from Shepton Mallet Isaac is a quality 
centre forward who on his day will terrorise any 
defence. Previous clubs include Chippenham, 
Bridgwater and Clevedon. 

Aron Robbins 
Age:  30 
Position:  Def / Mid (L) 
Nickname: Robbo 
Notes: Signed in October from Southern League 
Bristol Manor Farm, Aron is a class act, both in his 
defending and going forward. A great signing! 

Martin Stowell 
Age:  28 
Position:  Def (C) 
Nickname:  Cheese String Man 
Notes:  Another new signing this season, Martin is a 
solid defender as well as being a huge presence on 
and off the field. Previously worked with the Gaffer 
before at Odd Down where he won the league. 

Kyle Thomas 
Age:  28 
Position:  Mid / Att (RC) 
Nickname:  Laffs 
Notes:  A classy player Laffs has bags of ability, but 
when he gets the ball we often have to throw 
another one on so everyone else can play. Previously 
played in the Southern League with Bristol Manor 
Farm and Mangotsfield. 

Scott Thomas 
Age: 32 
Position: Def (C) 
Nickname: Tubbs 
Notes: Coming out of retirement for one last season 
Scott is a great leader on and off the field, and a top 
defender who can also pick a pass. Previous clubs 
include Taunton Town and  
Mangotsfield. 

Sacha Tong 
Age: 30 
Position: Att (RLC) 
Nickname:  
Notes: Another new signing in October from 
Southern League Mangotsfield. Sacha has been a 
prolific goalscorer and provider in the Western 
League for many seasons with Cadbury Heath. 
Previous clubs also include Yate Town. 

Ben Willshire 
Age: 32 
Position: Def (R) 
Nickname: Wilsh 
Notes: A previous Hallen player and manager, Ben 
has returned to bolster the squad with his experience 
and leadership. Previously clubs include Bristol 
Rovers and Mangotsfield. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



OBJECTIONABLE BEHAVIOUR 
 

It has been stated many times that neither FOUL, ABUSIVE nor 

RACIST LANGUAGE will be tolerated within the League. 
 

The FA has now issued further guidelines to match officials  

regarding the handling of any situation which may bring the club, 

League or indeed the whole of the game into disrepute. 
 

It is a problem that everyone involved in the game must take 

responsibility for in an effort to eradicate it. 
 

Paying spectators are the lifeblood of every club and if they stay  

away from matches because of the objectionable behaviour of  

others everyone will suffer. 
 

TEAM MANAGERS AND PLAYERS ARE ENCOURAGED  

TO LEAD THE WAY IN RIDDING THE GAME OF AN 

UNNECESSARY EVIL, AND SET AN EXAMPLE BOTH ON  

AND OFF THE FIELD OF PLAY. 
 

RACIST REMARKS WILL NOT BE TOLERATED AND ALL 

REPORTED INCIDENTS WILL BE DEALT WITH IN THE 

STRONGEST POSSIBLE WAY. 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CLICK ADVERT TO VISIT THEIR WEBSITE 

https://www.toolstation.com/


Please note the players are listed alphabetically and the actual team 

line-ups will be announced and made available before the game 

Bridgwater Town v 
E&OE 

Hallen AFC  

© Mark Armstrong   Aaron Anglin 

Jake Brown   Ed Bamfo 

Nathan Byrne   George Binding 

Noah Coppin   Tom Bradley 

Tom Ellis   Matt Davis 

Harry Horton   Elliott Gibbons 

Oscar Latas   Shakeil Green 

Jake Llewellyn   Luke Hall-Cousins © 

Luke Manley   Sam Hill 

Fraser McDiarmid   Robert Latham 

Ross McErlain  GK Liam Macfarlane 

Ollie Morris   Jack Mills 

Dave Pearse   Isaac Reid 

Jack Taylor   Jordan Ricketts 

Sean Thomson   Aron Robbins 

Dave Thorne   Martin Stowell 

Sam Towler   Kyle Thomas 

Jake Viney GK  Scott Thomas 

Finley Wilkinson   Sacha Tong 

   Ben Willshire 

    

    

    

    

    
    

Dave Pearse Managers Ray Johnston 

Karl Baggaley   

Josh Crook Coach Dean Horseman 

Steve Laker GK Coach  

Taylor Cornish Therapist Sam Pine 

-----NEXT FIRST TEAM HOME GAME----- 

Saturday 29 February v Chipping Sodbury Town 

Match Officials 
Referee 

Phillip Eddie 
Plymouth 

Assistants 
Antony Rogers 

Liskeard 

Neil Hunnisett 
Saltash 

As listed on Full-Time 
Subject to late changes 


