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Click on player picture to find more of club 
photographer, Debbie Gould’s superb imagery! 

Much more content in the 

printed programme available 

to purchase at the game 
 

https://www.flickr.com/photos/135878070@N07/albums


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
CLICK ADVERT TO VISIT THEIR WEBSITE 

https://www.toolstation.com/
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CLICK ADVERT TO VISIT THEIR WEBSITE 

https://www.paradedentalpractice.com/services


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On behalf of myself, the committee 
and everyone Bridgwater Town FC, 
we extend a warm welcome to our 
visitors this evening, our near 
neighbours, Wellington AFC.  

We sincerely hope their supporters, players and 
club officials had an easy journey getting here, 
enjoy their short stay with us and our hospitality, 
and has a safe journey home after the game. 

We also wish likewise to this evening’s team of 
match officials and hope they have a good game. 

After yet another postponement at the weekend, 
tonight gives Dave, Karl and the lads a chance to 
get back to winning ways after the disappointing 
result against Shepton Mallet in our last outing. 
However, this evening’s opponents have proven 
to be a tough nut to crack in recent encounters: 
and even though they are currently in the bottom 
reaches of the league table I am sure tonight will 
be no different. There is also plenty of player 
familiarity with several members of our team 
having played for Wellington in recent times - 
and vice-versa with a good number of their squad 
- which usually adds a bit of spice to the occasion.  

Your support at the last match was magnificent 
once again despite the less than ideal final result. 
More of the same here tonight will, no doubt, be 
a huge help to the lads out there on the pitch and 
is always greatly appreciated by all concerned. 

Finally; on behalf of everyone at Fairfax Park may 
I pass on sincere birthday wishes to club stalwart, 
Eddie Pike. Even at 84 years young he is still here 
doing his considerable bit for the cause which is 
so very much appreciated. Thank you Eddie. 

 



The first football club to bear the town’s name 
was formed on 28th January 1898 at a meeting 
held at the Cross Rifles public house on Bath 
Road. Bridgwater AFC entered the Somerset 
Senior League, playing at Sydenham House on 
Bath Road, and lifted the Somerset Senior Cup 
in their first full season, beating Yeovil Casuals 
1-0 in the Final played at Wells. Unfortunately, 
the Club was forced to disband in 1901 due to 
lack of support and financial difficulties. 

Two years later, another Bridgwater AFC was 
formed and played for ten years in local 
leagues from their base in the Westonzoyland 
Road area of the town. 1914 saw this club fold 
due to the outbreak of World War One. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Unsure which of the two Bridgwater AFC’s this is? 

1919 saw the birth of local works side Wills 
Athletic who played in local leagues from their 
Victoria Park home. In 1921 they changed their 
name to Bridgwater Town FC and moved to 
Chilton Park from where they played for ten 
further years, winning a few minor honors, 
until football came to an end in the town until 
after World War Two. 

Crown Dynamos, based at the Crown Inn, St 
John Street, were formed in 1946 playing at 
Eastover Park. They played in the Bridgwater & 
District League for a year before progressing 
into the Somerset Senior League - finishing a 
creditable 3rd in 1948. That year also saw the 
Club move to a new venue, Castlefield and 
change its name to Bridgwater Town AFC.  

In season 1949/50 the Club were accepted into 
the Western League Division Two and two fifth 
place finishes were achieved in their first two 
seasons. This was followed up by claiming 
runners-up position in season 1951/52, thus 
gaining promotion to Division One. The Club 
were to remain in the top division of the 
Western League for the next 30 years, winning 
the Western League title twice, in seasons 
1967/68 and 1980/81.  

Season 1982-83 saw the club make the bold 
move up to the Southern League Midland 
Division, but after only two seasons at the 
higher level, and with mounting debts, the club 
went into voluntary liquidation….  

THE END OF AN ERA! 

But like a phoenix from the ashes, Bridgwater 
Town (1984) FC was formed by a loyal band of 
club stalwarts and started life at a new home, 
Fairfax Park, in Division Two of the Somerset 
County League. Unfortunately, with a young 
and inexperienced side relegation followed at 
the end of their first season, but steady 
progression including a hat-trick of Somerset 
County League titles, the Western League 
Division One title and runners-up spot in the 
Western League Premier Division in season 
2006/07 - behind Corsham Town, who couldn’t 

 



be promoted due to issues with their facilities - 
earned the club a place back in the Southern 
Football League, 23 years after the heartbreak 
caused by the demise of the old club.  

The first three seasons back at the higher level 
were fairly successful for ‘The Robins’ with the 
team just missing out on the end of season 
play-offs in 2007/08 (6th) and 2008/09 (7th) 
and missing out on promotion after being 
beaten at home by Cirencester Town after 
extra time in the Play-Off final in 2009/10 after 
finishing the regular season in 3rd place. 
Season 2008/09 also saw the team reach the 
Final of the Southern League Cup losing on 
aggregate to Atherstone Town.  

However, the Club was left reeling with the 
departure of joint managers Craig Laird & Leigh 
Robinson and a mass exodus of players during 
the summer of 2010.  

Seasons 2010/11 and 2011/12 saw the club 
battling at the wrong end of the table under 
the leadership of former reserve team manager 
Rob Dray.  

Another club stalwart Kevin Milsom took 
charge for season 2012/13 and after an 
indifferent start, things looked to be coming 
together by Christmas. Then the wet weather 
caused all sorts of problems for the team who 
eventually had to play 21 league fixtures in just 
57 days! They finished a disappointing 19th. 

In 2014/15 Bridgwater Town FC 1984 finished 
12th in the Evo-Stik South & West League and 
were semi-finalists in the Somerset Premier 
Cup under the management of Richard Fey 
who moved on to Paulton Rovers at the start of 
the 2015/16 season. 

2015/16 saw a new look team under the 
stewardship of former Taunton Town player 
and manager Paul West. Whilst the club 
languished nearer the foot of the 
table, relegation was never a real threat and 
Paul bought and brought through a fantastic 
crop of younger players in a bid to help shape 
the future and ethos of the club. 

Paul's resignation at the end of season 2015/16 
paved the way for the return of former 
manager Craig Laird. At the start of 2017, after 
early exits in the FA Cup (Plymouth Parkway), 
FA Trophy (North Leigh) and with just two 
league victories, Craig chose to further his 
career in the Southern Premier League with 
Dorchester Town and was replaced in the role 
by Phil Hucker. With 6 games of the season 
remaining, Dave Pearse took charge but by 
then, relegation was a certainty, so Bridgwater 
Town began 2017/18 in the Toolstation 
Western League with Dave still in the role 
alongside former Barnstaple joint manager Karl 
Baggaley. 

A solid eighth place in the league along with 
good runs in the FA Cup and FA Vase and a 
narrow Les Phillips Cup semi-final defeat to 
Shepton Mallet was a strong return to Step 5 
and a great platform for the club to kick on. 

Season 2018/19 saw the club remain under the 
stewardship of Dave and Karl. Fourth place in 
the league was achieved with the club only 
losing 5 league games (compared to 16 the 
season before). Unfortunately, the cup 
competitions didn’t bring much success and the 
team were beaten by Cheddar in their first FA 
Cup game and by Exmouth Town at the first 
hurdle in the FA Vase. There was more semi-
final heartbreak in the Les Phillips Cup, Willand 
this time winning a penalty shootout. Jack 
Taylor secured a share of the Toolstation 
League’s Golden Boot by netting 33 goals for 
the club.  

There is much optimism that season 2019/20 
will see the team challenging on all fronts. 
Much of the squad has been retained and with 
some shrewd signings, it looks set to be an 
exciting season. 

The Club also run a reserve side who compete 
in the First Division of the Somerset County 
League. They were Premier League champions 
in seasons 2008/09 and 2009/10. The Under 
18s squad play in the South West Counties 
Youth League. 



THE BRIDGWATER TOWN 

SQUAD 2019/20 
JAKE VINEY (GOALKEEPER) Fantastic shot stopper and sweeper keeper. Jake was the Players’ 

Player and Supporters’ Player of the Season in 2015/16 but, following a serious injury that kept 
him out for the following season, he has come back stronger than ever with some outstanding 

performances. 

Sponsored by Debbie Gould 

MARK ARMSTRONG (DEFENDER / MIDFIELDER) Captain of the club; an experienced, hardworking, 
tough tackling midfielder who joined us from Cheddar. Mark has had spells at Barnstaple Town, 

Chard, Clevedon Town and Shepton Mallet. 

Sponsored by Paul Welham 

TOM ELLIS (DEFENDER) A ‘no nonsense’ defender, Tom was captain of the Wellington side that 
won the Toolstation Western League Division One title in 2016/17. His height makes him a real 

threat from set pieces. 

Sponsored by Nick Crocker & Sue Chilcott 

JAKE LLEWELLYN (LEFT BACK) Top quality defender who has played at National League South Level 
for Weston Super Mare; great going forward with a wand of a left foot. Great performances last 

season earnt him Players’ Player of the Season. 

Sponsored by Jon Hebbes 

DAVE THORNE (RIGHT BACK) Now in his third season at the club ‘Mr consistent’ always is an 8/10 
week in week out. Dave is a committed tough tackling defender who always gives everything. His 

performances earned him Managers’ Player of the Season for 2017/18. 

Sponsored by KRC Financial management 

JAKE BROWN (MIDFIELDER) Goal scoring midfielder signed from Melksham after a spell as  
captain with Wells City where he won the Toolstation Division One title and the Somerset Premier 

Cup. Jake brings plenty of experience and real attacking threat. 

Sponsored by KRC Financial management 

NATHAN BYRNE (MIDFIELDER) Another product of the successful Partnership with BTC. Nathan is 
exciting young talent with a big future. He has great technical ability, is fantastic with the ball and 

has a great left foot. 

Sponsored by Red Care IT Ltd 

MIKE DUFFY (MIDFIELDER) Mike is a popular, committed and tough tackling midfielder who made 
the step up from our Reserve side and has held down a regular start ever since. He was a member 
of the triumphant County Cup Reserve team of 2014/15. In season 2017/18 Mike was the winner 
of the coveted Luke Buckingham Award for his achievements both on and off the field. 

Sponsored by Pat Parker 

https://www.flickr.com/photos/135878070@N07/albums
http://www.krcfinancialmanagement.co.uk/
http://www.krcfinancialmanagement.co.uk/


HARRY HORTON (MIDFIELDER) An all-round midfield player with an eye for a pass; an excellent 
season in 2018-19 earned him Managers’ Player of the Year and the Luke Buckingham Award and 

is looking to have another strong season. 

Sponsored by The Robins’ Nest BTFC Club Shop 

DAVE O’HARE (MIDFIELDER) Dave is an attacking midfielder with plenty of goals to his name in 
recent seasons. “Chin” re-joins from Street’s title winning team where he scored 25 goals from 

midfield during the 2017/18 season. A class act; the fans will be glad he is back. 

Sponsored by Rog P & C-B-I 

SEAN THOMSON (MIDFIELDER) Sean is a strong tackling, attacking midfielder with excellent touch 
and a keen eye for goal. He joined us from Plymouth Parkway in November and is also a regular 

member of the Army FA squad. 

Sponsored by MIKE MORAN 

SAM TOWLER (MIDFIELDER) Sam returned to Bridgwater after a successful spell with Wellington 
where he was part of the Division One winning squad.  A technically fantastic box to box midfielder 

who has an eye for goal. 

Sponsored by Precision Pointing Exeter 

FINLEY WILKINSON (MIDFIELDER) Another young talent coming through and with a big future.  
Has great ability with set piece deliveries and can get up and down the pitch to join in with 

attacking play. 

Sponsored by Dave Keirle 

JACK TAYLOR (STRIKER) ‘Mr Bridgwater’, Jack signed from Wellington two seasons ago and won 
Supporters’ Player of the Season and Players’ Player of the Season. He has now hit 57 goals in 67 

games for Bridgwater! Last season, he again won Supporters Player of the Season alongside being 
the joint Toolstation League ‘Golden Boot’. 

Sponsored by 1: Bill Gordon / 2: The Palace Nightclub 

 

IN THE BTFC DUGOUT 
DAVE PEARSE - Manager: Hugely experienced, Dave returned to Bridgwater Town as joint 

player/manger with Karl Baggaley in season 2017/18 and will be looking to build on a fourth-place 
finish and league cup semi-final last time out, along with extending his playing career. 

Sponsored by London Cigarette Card Co Ltd 

KARL BAGGALEY - Manager: 

Sponsored by Red Care IT Ltd 

TAYLOR CORNISH - Sports Therapist: 

Sponsored by Parade Dental Practice 

STEVE LAKER - Goalkeeper Coach: 

Sponsored by 1: Debbie Gould / 2: London Cigarette Card Co Ltd 

https://www.cbmxi.co.uk/
https://www.precisionpointing.co.uk/
https://www.londoncigcard.co.uk/
https://www.paradedentalpractice.com/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/135878070@N07/albums
https://www.londoncigcard.co.uk/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



We’ve met before… 
 

AS BRIDGWATER TOWN AFC [LTD] 
02 Sep 1981 A 0 0  GML  
19 Sep 1981 H 2 0 Davis Sutton (N) FAC 168 
28 Nov 1981 H 3 0 Bell Butt Sutton (N) GML  

AS BRIDGWATER TOWN [1984] FC 
17 Dec 1994 A 1 3 Lazenby SDL  
22 Apr 1995 H 3 0 Aherne Howe Nicholls SDL  
13 Sep 1995 A 2 0 Hawkins 2 SDL  
16 Dec 1995 H 3 0 Tucker 3 SDL  
26 Dec 2017 H 1 2 Llewellyn (J) TWL 233 
17 Feb 2018 H 5 3 Camper, Jenkins, Llewellyn (J), Pearse, Taylor LPC 143 
30 Mar 2018 A 1 3 Llewellyn (T) TWL 109 
26 Dec 2018 A 1 1 Llewellyn (J) pen TWL 135 
19 Apr 2019 H 4 1 Bellinger, Llewellyn, O’Halloran, Towler TWL 303 
21 Sep 2019 A 3 0 Taylor 2 Llewellyn TWL 152 

 

Last season the fixture with near neighbours, Wellington, represented the local derby. 
However, the return of Street FC to the Toolstation Western League circle sees that title 
now usurped.  

A glance at the results table above reveals that today’s visitors won the corresponding 
fixture in 2017 and that at that time were enjoying slightly the better of the encounters. 
Results, however, have swung back in our favour in the last couple of meetings. Indeed 
we were victorious in September’s away match at North Street. 

Wellington have spent most of this campaign in the lowest reaches of the table but a 
change of manager has seen the recruitment of some new faces and the prospect of a 
turnaround in form. A short time ago they became one of the very few teams to have 
beaten Tavistock AFC in recent years and this will no doubt give them a growing sense of 
confidence. 

To a neutral follower of local non-league football it would seem as if our two clubs have 
some sort of unofficial reciprocal personnel arrangement. The movement of Tom Ellis, 
Sam Towler and Jack Taylor from Wellington to Bridgwater Town in recent times having 
been almost immediately counterbalanced by Ian Bellinger, Jake Horsey and Carl Jones 
moving in the opposite direction.  

Add to this that Wellington’s recently appointed manager, Tim Legg, is also a former 
Bridgwater Town player and that players, Josh Champion, Harry Hamblin, George Sinnott 
and Tom Stone have also recently worn the red & white of the Robins and the case for 
such an opinion would appear proven.  

Whether this is or is not the situation it certainly adds spice to the fixture where the 
growing rivalry has led to some committed and well-contested performances of late. We 
look forward to such a match this afternoon. 



 

If you’re hungry and want a treat 

The Red Rose Café  

is the place to eat 
Delicious food cooked on the day 
It’s all so good you’ll want to stay 

 
Hot & Cold food and drinks served 
with a cheery word and a smile by 

Sue and the girls 
 

The Faggot, Chips & Peas is 

famous throughout the league! 

Don’t forget to pop in 
and see Will at  

 

  
 

for all your BTFC gifts and 
goodies… you’ll be surprised 

just what he’s got in there!  

And if he hasn’t already got 
what you are searching for,  
he will do his best to try and 

get it for you. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Is an Unincorporated 
Members’ Club 

  

Chairman Adrian Byrne 

Vice Chairman 

& Commercial 
Bob Buckingham 

Hon. Treasurer Paul Welham 

Secretary 
Ian Barber 

Welfare Officer 

Assistant Secretary Kerry Miller 

Club Photographer Debbie Gould 

Social Club Manager Marc Crisp 

Matchday Catering Sue Chilcott 

Groundsman Nick Crocker 

Assistants Eddie Pike 

& Bill Baker 

Fan Liaison Officer Alan King 

Committee Member Andrew Cattle 

Club Shop Will Pilborough 

Life Members Peter Besley 

Peter Criddle 

Alan Hurford 

Eddie Pike 

Keith Setter 

Sally Wright 
  

First Team 

Joint Managers 

Karl Baggaley  

& Dave Pearse 

Sports Therapist Taylor Cornish 

Coach Josh Crook  

GK Coach Steve Laker 

Team BTC/BTFC  

U18 Manager 
Mo Hopkins 

 



BTFC FIRST TEAM                 SEASON 2019/20 
Aug Sat 03 LGE A Brislington L 1-2 Laird 122 
 Tue 06 LGE H Cribbs D 1-1 OG 237 
 Sat 10 FAC H Hallen W 1-0 Thorne 129 
 Sat 17 LGE A Chipping Sodbury Town W 8-1 Laird, Llewellyn, Murray 2, O’Hare 2, Taylor, Towler  85  
 Sat 24 FAC H Brislington  W 7-0 Murray 3, O’Hare, Taylor 3 181 
 Sat 31 LGE H Plymouth Parkway  W 2-0 Llewellyn, Taylor 232 
Sept Sat 07 FAC H Bristol Manor Farm L 1-3 Horton 291 
 Sat 14 LGE A Hallen W 6-4 Horsey, Llewellyn, Murray, O’Hare, Taylor, Towler   65 
 Sat 21 LGE A Wellington  W 3-0 Llewellyn, Taylor 2 152 
 We 25 LGE A Cadbury Heath D 3-3 O’Hare, Taylor 2  60 
 Sat 28 LGE H Roman Glass St George W 2-0 Taylor 2 215 
Oct Tue 01 SPC A Frome Town W 2-0 Murray 2 103 
 Sun 06 LGE A Bridport  W 6-0 Duffy, O’Hare 3, Towler 2 347 
 Sat 12 FAV A Newport IoW W 2-0 Brown, Llewellyn 144 
 Sat 19 LGE H Bitton L 2-3 Horton, Murray 256 
 We 23 LGE A Westbury United W 2-1 Brown, Ellis  55 
 Sat 26 LGE H Buckland Athletic D 3-3 Brown, Horton 2 189 
 We 30 LPC H Odd Down W 5-2 Ellis 2, Taylor 3  72 
Nov We 13 FAV A Saltash United (@BW) W 2-0 Murray 2 103 
 Sat 16 LGE A Shepton Mallet L 0-1 - - - - - 178 
 Tue 19 SPC A Keynsham Town W 1-0 Ellis  87 
 Sat 23 LGE A Cribbs W 3-2 Ellis, O’Hare, Taylor  74 
 Sat 30 FAV A Bradford Town L 3-4 Ellis, Horton, Llewellyn 148 
Dec Tue 03 LGE H Keynsham Town D 1-1 Llewellyn 161 
 Sat 07 LGE A Keynsham Town W 1-0 Brown 124 
 Tue 10 LPC A Wells City W 3-1 Llewellyn, Murray, O’Hare  30 
 Thu 26 LGE H Street L 2-4 McErlain, Murray 237 
 Sat 28 LGE A Clevedon Town L 1-2 Llewellyn 206 
Jan Sat 04 LGE H Bridport W 3-2 Llewellyn, Towler 2 211 
 Tue 07 LGE H Cadbury Heath W 4-0 Coppin, Llewellyn, O’Hare, Taylor  131 
 Sat 11 LGE H Shepton Mallet L 1-2 O’Hare 302 
 Sat 18 LGE A Buckland Athletic P TBA   
 Tue 21 LGE H Wellington     
 Sat 25 LGE A Exmouth Town     
 Fri 31 LGE H Clevedon Town   19:45  
Feb Tue 04 LPC H Exmouth Town   19:45  
 Sat 08 LGE A Odd Down     
 Sat 15 LGE A Plymouth Parkway     
 Sat 22 LGE H Hallen     
 Tue 25 SPC A Wells City   19:30                              PLEASE NOTE VENUE MAY CHANGE 
 Sat 29 LGE H Chipping Sodbury Town     
Mar We 04 LGE A Tavistock       19:45  
 Sat 07   NO GAME 
 Tue 10 LGE H Brislington   19:45    
 Sat 14 LGE A Bitton     
 Tue 17 LGE H Bradford Town   19:45  
 Sat 21 LGE H Westbury United     
 Sat 28 LGE A Roman Glass St George     
Apr Sat 04 LGE H Odd Down     
 Fri 10 LGE A Street     
 Mo 13   NO GAME EASTER MONDAY 
 Sat 18 LGE H Tavistock     
 Tue 21 LGE H Exmouth Town   19:45 
 Sat 25 LGE A Bradford Town     
 
 

Fixtures subject to change 

LGE=League | LPC=Les Phillips Cup | FAC=FA Cup | 
FAV=FA Vase | SPC=Somerset Premier Cup 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CLICK ADVERT TO VISIT THEIR WEBSITE 

https://www.toolstation.com/


AS AT SATURDAY 18/01/2020 

 P W D L F A GD Pts 

1 Bradford Town 19 16 1 2 59 18 41 49 

2 Plymouth Parkway 18 15 1 2 67 19 48 46 

3 Exmouth Town 18 15 1 2 47 14 33 46 

4 Shepton Mallet 21 13 3 5 53 27 26 42 

5 Hallen 21 13 3 5 46 34 12 42 

6 Tavistock 18 13 2 3 47 23 24 41 

7 Clevedon Town 23 12 3 8 49 43 6 39 

8 

9 Bitton 19 11 1 7 49 30 19 34 

10 Street 26 10 4 12 54 60 -6 34 

11 Westbury United 23 9 3 11 40 34 6 30 

12 Buckland Athletic 18 9 1 8 34 35 -1 28 

13 Keynsham Town 22 8 3 11 41 49 -8 27 

14 Brislington 22 8 3 11 32 54 -22 27 

15 Roman Glass St George 20 7 3 10 46 29 17 24 

16 Cribbs 21 7 2 12 33 52 -19 23 

17 Cadbury Heath 24 5 7 12 29 57 -28 22 

18 Chipping Sodbury Town 23 5 1 17 28 73 -45 16 

19 Bridport 23 4 1 18 29 75 -46 13 

20 

21 Odd Down 22 3 1 18 17 60 -43 10 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Match highlights are HERE 

courtesy of Ty Endersby 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3WVnvsxGj68&feature=youtu.be


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

----TOWN ARE BLOWN OFF COURSE---- 
With this win Shepton Mallet 
leapfrogged Town in the table 
and they were, on the day, 
unquestionably the better team.  

After the flowing football from Tuesday 
night this was a disjointed and rather pale 
effort by Town, who never really got going.  

The strong wind was bound to affect the 
game. In the first half Shepton had the 
benefit of it. Town seemed content to play 
a cautious game and basically let Shepton 
come to them for the first 45. Town were 
content to play on the break.  

When Town went into the interval with a 
1-0 lead up their sleeve, they seemed to 
have all the aces in their hand. Surely they 
would press home their advantage in the 
second period, force Shepton back and 
secure the win.  

However a disappointing second half 
performance, lacking in ideas and energy 

as good as handed the initiative to the 
visitors and they were good enough to 
capitalise on it.  

Right from the kick off Jake Viney was 
brought into action as he held onto a shot 
from the half way line. That demonstrated 
the strength of the wind. Town’s keeper 
was busy again when he pushed aside a 
20-yard shot by Asa White: the same 
player got his head onto a corner kick and 
Viney pushed that away too.  

Although Shepton were often over-hitting 
their forward passes they were looking 
dangerous. The same could not be said for 
Town.  

Out of the blue Town went ahead with 
their first strike on goal. It was a beautiful 
goal too. A four man move through the 
middle ended with Dave O’Hare’s precision 
side-foot from 15 yards.  

Shepton seemed undaunted by this goal 
and still looked the more likely. A well  

1 2 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A day to remember for 5-year-old 

matchday mascot, KAROL ROPER - 

pictured here with Bridgy captain 

Mark Armstrong 
(Click on the picture to see the rest of 

Debbie Gould’s album from the game) 

http://tinyurl.com/yxx2w28y


placed corner kick, considering the 
conditions, was headed from the goal line 
by Jake Llewellyn and just before half time 
an attempted cross from Tyrone Tucker-
Dixon was accidentally deflected goalwards 
but Viney saved at the left post.  

Town’s plan for the second half seemed to 
mostly consist of hitting the ball long and 
high and hopefully profiting from any 
defensive errors. It didn’t work well. How 
often has Jack Taylor gone through 90 
minutes without even one chance?  

Second-half substitute Nathan Legge had a 
major influence on the game after coming 
on ten minutes into the second half.  

A through ball was aimed for the penalty 
spot and he stretched to steer the ball past 
Viney. Three minutes later Town weren’t 
alert to a short corner played to Legge on 
the left angle of the penalty box. He 
crossed and the ball went right across the 
goal mouth to the other side. White sent it 
back into a central position from where it 
was bundled in.  

Could Town respond positively? Not really. 
An overhead kick was well saved by Viney 

and the follow up was smashed against the 
post by Jack Fillingham. Oscar Latas header 
a chance over the Shepton bar but the 
visitors were much closer when Joe 
Morgan’s shot clipped the crossbar.  

Substitute Harry Horton introduced some 
much needed urgency in the 10 minutes he 
had on the pitch. He turned swiftly and 
fired off a low shot which Hill saved at the 
second attempt. Town’s second attempt 
on goal in the whole of the game.  

The match ended with Llewellyn’s in-
swinging corner being headed away from 
near the goal line but a draw would have 
been a travesty.  

The majority of a very healthy crowd of 
302 would have gone home disappointed 
and perplexed about a Town performance 
well below the standard that they would 
aspire to.  

Town’s 1-2-3 
1 Luke Manley 

2 Jake Llewellyn 
3 Ollie Morris 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.bridgwatertownfc.com/shop


OBJECTIONABLE BEHAVIOUR 
 

It has been stated many times that neither FOUL, ABUSIVE nor 

RACIST LANGUAGE will be tolerated within the League. 
 

The FA has now issued further guidelines to match officials  

regarding the handling of any situation which may bring the club, 

League or indeed the whole of the game into disrepute. 
 

It is a problem that everyone involved in the game must take 

responsibility for in an effort to eradicate it. 
 

Paying spectators are the lifeblood of every club and if they stay  

away from matches because of the objectionable behaviour of  

others everyone will suffer. 
 

TEAM MANAGERS AND PLAYERS ARE ENCOURAGED  

TO LEAD THE WAY IN RIDDING THE GAME OF AN 

UNNECESSARY EVIL, AND SET AN EXAMPLE BOTH ON  

AND OFF THE FIELD OF PLAY. 
 

RACIST REMARKS WILL NOT BE TOLERATED AND ALL 

REPORTED INCIDENTS WILL BE DEALT WITH IN THE 

STRONGEST POSSIBLE WAY. 



Formed in 1892 we are 
proud to be an FA Charter 
Standard Community Club.  
Initially the Club played in leagues based 
around Taunton and Tiverton. In the early 
1960s it gained promotion to the Somerset 
Senior League and succeeded in achieving 
Western League status in 1978 which has been 
retained ever since, making the Club one of the 
League’s longest continuously serving 
members. 

The first team entered the Western League in 
the First Division in 1978/79 season and has 
played at Premier Division level from 1981/82 
to 1984/85 and 2008/09 to 2010/11. The team 
were promoted again as 1st division champions 
at the end of the 2016/17 season.   

In their first season back in the in Premier 
Division the team finished a creditable 15th, 
they also reached the Somerset Premier Cup 
semi-final losing 4-1 away to Southern League 
Paulton Rovers. Last season the team finished 
in 16th place but are hoping to improve on this 
in the forthcoming season.  All other seasons 
were played at Division One level.   

The Club’s Reserve side play in the Devon & 
Exeter League Division 1.  Having finished 8th 
for two seasons, unfortunately, the team 
struggled during the 2017/18 season and last 
season improved to once again finish in 8th 
place and will play at the same level this year. 

Having played in the Devon & Exeter League for 
a number of seasons the A Team transferred to 
Division 3 of the Taunton Saturday League last 
season where they finished a very creditable 
3rd and have been promoted to Division 2 for 
the forthcoming season. 

The Club’s Ladies side finished 9th in the 
Somerset County Women’s League 1st Division 
last season but, with the introduction of new 

players are hoping to improve this season.  The 
team play a full role in both the playing and 
non-playing aspects of the club. 

This season the Club will be running 21 teams 
in its Youth and Mini Sections. These teams see 
both boys and girls playing from the age of 
eight right through to eighteen. The Club also 
has three Disability teams.   

Six of the Youth Teams won the Sportsmanship 
Awards for their Age Groups last season and 
the Disability Teams won the Somerset FA 
Award for Disability Club of the Year. 

During the last year the Club launched its new 
website - www.wellingtonafc.co.uk - and is 
making full use of its Facebook and Twitter 
accounts which have all proved very successful.   

We continue to work with the local Council’s 
and Wellington Sports Federation on the 
Taunton Deane Pitch Strategy which will 
hopefully result in the Club moving to a larger 
ground and bring the majority of football 
pitches in the town to one site.   

Outside of its core footballing activities the 
Club is home to several darts and skittles teams 
and it runs a full programme of social events 
for members and non-members alike.  The 
Function Room and Lounge are available for 
hire. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
My name is Kerry Miller. I am 
currently assistant secretary 
at the club and the plan is for 
me to take over as secretary 
from Ian Barber in April 2020.  

I shall also be helping out on match days 
when required, looking after the officials and 
preparing the team sheets (and programme 
articles?... Ed).  

I have been visiting Fairfax Park since it 
opened, more or less. I moved to Bristol in 
1984 and soon began refereeing in the 
Somerset Senior League (as it was then 
called). I refereed here and have come here 
many times as a neutral spectator, having 
lived at East Lyng for 26 years.  

My refereeing career was ended by injury in 
1990 and I began writing about football, 
which led to a journalistic career which I am 
just about holding onto. I covered many 
Bridgy matches in the local press until I was 
made press officer for the Western League: 
a role that I relinquished at Christmas 2018.  

I have moved to Woolavington and Bridgy 
are now my local club. I have always been 
welcomed here so it was a natural 
progression to make myself available when 
Ian announced he was standing down. He is 
a hard act to follow. This club has a good 
reputation on the circuit and that was 
another reason to get involved. 

Now semi-retired, I still do some writing for 
the Non-League Paper as well as 



contributing reports on BTFC matches 
when Mark is not in situ.  

I am also currently completing the official 
history of Taunton Rugby Club, all 251,000 
words so far! I did something similar for 
Taunton Town Football Club 20 years ago 
and that research is now being updated 
for a stand-alone history website.  

Away from scribbling I train at Pure Gym 
several times a week, I have an interest in 
social and industrial history and I am a 
volunteer taxi driver for our village.  

In the summer my spaniel Dillon and I will 
be enjoying cricket at Bridgwater CC, 
weather permitting. My partner is Lynn, 
we have a daughter Kate and we are 
awaiting the arrival of our first grandchild.  

Without doubt, one of the most exciting 
matches I have seen at Fairfax Park was 
the match against Saltash in the Vase this 
season. That game could give 0-0 draws a 
good name.  

At the other end of the spectrum, be it 
memorable or infamous, I was refereeing 
Bridgy against Weston Super Mare 
Reserves in April 1989 when I got lost in 
the college at half-time and couldn’t find 
my way out! More than 200 people took 
the mick when I eventually emerged 10 
minutes late for the second half.  

I was also at the Elmore game when a 
stricken helicopter landed on the pitch at 
half-time and led to an abandonment.  

The non-league football world has its 
frustrations . Looking from the outside, I 
get very frustrated by amateurish people 
and those who do as little as possible at 
some other clubs.  

Going to a club which provides no tannoy, 
no team sheets, no white team board and 
a programme with just a list of players 
signed-on is a real pain for a journalist.  

I feel that the vast acreage of wealth at 
the top end of the game should be filtered 
down so that those of us at what the FA 
patronisingly calls “grass roots football” 
have an easier time.  

There should be more help from them 
with regards to officials’ expenses which, 
for some clubs, far outweigh gate money.  

Also there should be far greater 
punishment handed out to serial abusers 
of officials, on and off the pitch. A couple 
of matches banned is no deterrent.  

Back to the football club, I can see that 
there are prospects of becoming a solid 
Southern League club as long as the club 
continues to develop on and off the pitch. 
The fan base would increase and the club 
should be able to compete with the likes 
of Taunton, Weston and Tiverton.  

In considering the players who have stood 
out for me when coming to Fairfax Park… 
I always remember Matt Lazenby and Paul 
Elson from twenty years ago. It has to be 
said that I have rarely seen a bad one at 
the ground, even during the grimmest 
Southern League season a few years ago. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Please note the players are listed alphabetically and the actual team 

line-ups will be announced and made available before the game 

Bridgwater Town v 
E&OE 

Wellington AFC  

© Mark Armstrong   Kyle Bassett 

Jake Brown   Ian Bellinger 

Nathan Byrne   Luke Boyle 

Noah Coppin   Josh Champion 

Tom Ellis   James Clough 

Harry Horton   Charlie Dodd 

Jamie Laird   Harry Hamblin 

Oscar Latas   Ollie Holman 

Jake Llewellyn   Jake Horsey 

Luke Manley   Carl Jones 

Fraser McDiarmid GK  Neil Last 

Ollie Morris   Mike Mullen 

Dave O’Hare   Ollie Nott 

Dave Pearse   Josh Pearson 

Jack Taylor   Harry Scatchard 

Sean Thomson   George Sinnott 

Dave Thorne   Tom Stone 

Sam Towler  GK Tom Welch 

Jake Viney GK  Elliott Williams 

Finley Wilkinson   Glen Wright © 

   Joe Wylie 

    

    

    

    
    

Dave Pearse Managers Tim Legg 

Karl Baggaley  Alex Pope 

Josh Crook Coach  

Steve Laker GK Coach  

Taylor Cornish Therapist Mike Hall 

-----NEXT FIRST TEAM HOME GAME----- 

Friday 31 January 2020 v Clevedon Town (19:45) 

Our Match Officials 
Referee 

Devon Campbell 
Plymouth 

Assistants 
Steven Reed 

Taunton 

Mark Senior 
Plymouth 

(As listed on Full-Time - 
subject to late changes) 


