
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
More content to read in the printed version 

which is available to purchase at the game 

FAIRFAX PARK, COLLEGE WAY, BRIDGWATER, SOMERSET, TA6 4TZ - Tel: (01278) 446899 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

From the Dug Out… 

‘Good afternoon all… 

Well, the season is already two games in and it’s  
been a tough start.  

The reaction from the Brislington players and management 
was enough to tell you how high expectations are of us and 
what teams think of the squad we have put together. 

A lot of people have been asking me questions; Does this 
work? Why play three at the back? Well, a reality check 
reveals that if we had taken our chances  
(and we have had enough to win 5 games  
let alone 2), we would be two wins from  
two and everyone would be happy.  

We are very positive within the squad  
so please keep the faith and cheer us  
on to the next round of the cup! 
 
 

Massive thanks to one of the Club’s long-time 

supporters and sponsors. Mike, we hope you and your 

guests enjoy the afternoon with us at Fairfax Park 

and the footballing entertainment on display…! 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Chairman’s Welcome 
Firstly, on behalf of myself and the club, let  
me extend a warm Fairfax welcome to our  
visitors today, Hallen AFC for this Extra  
Preliminary Round of the Emirates FA Cup.  
We hope their supporters, players and  
officials enjoyed a stress-free journey  
getting here and enjoy a safe journey home. 

Although the “Magic of the Cup” may have  
diminished for some of the larger clubs in the  
land, especially with the rise of the Premiership  
in recent years, the FA Cup with its long history   
and giant killing upsets still has a very special place   
in the hearts of many true football fans, including myself. 

Importantly, each year the FA Cup 
provides a financial life-line for many 
smaller and non-league clubs as the 
monetary rewards for each round win 
are substantial. Every fan hopes their 
club will enjoy an FA Cup run and we 
are no different in Bridgwater! 

Despite the undoubted talent in our 
squad it is fair to say we have had a 
slightly slow start to the season in our 
two league games so far, with an away 
loss and a home draw but today the 
players have a fresh chance to shake 
off the early season rust and impress 
today. I am cautiously optimist we will 
get the win we need to see us into the 
hat for the next round.   

Good luck today boys! 

 

 

One other thing I would just like to 
note: given the extremely dry weather 
earlier in the summer the pitch really is 
looking superb. As a committee we 
have authorised not insubstantial 
expenditure on vertical-draining and 
seeding for the second pre-season in a 
row but all that would all be for 
nothing if it wasn’t for Nick Crocker, 
Eddie Pike and Bill Baker. On behalf of 
the club thank you for all your hard 
work gents in preparing the pitch.  

Enjoy the game today and I would urge 
you all to cheer on our team in the 
most positive way you can; I know you 
will be vocal in your support!  

 

 

 
Club Chairman  

Come on Bridgy! 

Team huddle and mascot pictures 
on front cover by Debbie Gould 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

07/08/2019 P W D L F A GD Pts 

1 Bitton 2 2 0 0 11 3 8 6 

2 Westbury United 2 2 0 0 6 2 4 6 

3 Plymouth Parkway 1 1 0 0 7 1 6 3 

4 Exmouth Town 1 1 0 0 4 1 3 3 

5 Bradford Town 1 1 0 0 4 2 2 3 

6 Shepton Mallet 1 1 0 0 3 2 1 3 

7 Brislington 1 1 0 0 2 1 1 3 

8 Tavistock 1 1 0 0 2 1 1 3 

9 Keynsham Town 2 1 0 1 4 4 0 3 

10 Odd Down 2 1 0 1 3 4 -1 3 

11 Chipping Sodbury Town 2 1 0 1 4 7 -3 3 

12 Bridgwater Town 2 0 1 1 2 3 -1 1 

13 Cribbs 2 0 1 1 2 3 -1 1 

14 Street 1 0 0 1 2 3 -1 0 

15 Clevedon Town 1 0 0 1 1 2 -1 0 

16 Roman Glass St George 1 0 0 1 1 2 -1 0 

17 Buckland Athletic 1 0 0 1 1 3 -2 0 

18 Wellington 1 0 0 1 0 2 -2 0 

19 Bridport 1 0 0 1 1 4 -3 0 

20 Hallen 1 0 0 1 1 5 -4 0 

21 Cadbury Heath 1 0 0 1 1 7 -6 0 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 



Extra Preliminary Round 

102 Dunstable Town v Chipping Sodbury Town 
118 Winslow United v Roman Glass St George 
168 Westbury United v Fareham Town 
173 Cheddar v Bradford Town 
174 Bitton v Bridport  
175 Wellington AFC v Cribbs (@ Cribbs FC) 
176 Keynsham Town v Brislington  
177 Exmouth Town v Barnstaple Town  
178 Saltash United v Clevedon Town  
179 Plymouth Parkway v Buckland Athletic  
181 Tavistock v Hengrove Athletic  
182 Street v Odd Down  
183 Shepton Mallet v Cadbury Heath  
184 Bridgwater Town v Hallen  

Preliminary Round 
95   Dunstable Town or Chipping Sodbury Town v Clanfield 85 or Shortwood Utd 

100 Didcot Town v Winslow United or Roman Glass St George  

150 Shaftesbury or Knaphill v Westbury United or Fareham Town  

151 Plymouth Parkway or Buckland Athletic v Paulton Rovers  

152 Yate Town v Exmouth Town or Barnstaple Town  

153 Bridgwater Town or Hallen v Keynsham Town or Brislington  

154 Wellington AFC or Cribbs v Bideford  

155 Saltash United or Clevedon Town v Bristol Manor Farm  

156 Tavistock or Hengrove Athletic v Frome Town  

157 Shepton Mallet or Cadbury Heath v Melksham Town  

158 Cheddar or Bradford Town v Larkhall Athletic  

159 Street or Odd Down v Willand Rovers or AFC St Austell  

160 Bitton or Bridport v Mangotsfield United  
 



BTFC FIRST TEAM FIXTURES/RESULTS           SEASON 2019/20 
Date     Opponent Result Goalscorers Att 
Aug Sat 03 LGE A Brislington L 1-2 Laird 122 
 Tue 06 LGE H Cribbs D 1-1 O/G 237 
 Sat 10 FAC H Hallen     
 Sat 17 LGE A Chipping Sodbury Town     
 Sat 24 LGE H Plymouth Parkway or FAC H Brislington or Keynsham  
 Sat 31 FAV  EXEMPT TO 1ST ROUND PROPER   
Sept Sat 07 LGE A Cadbury Heath     
 Sat 14 FAV  EXEMPT TO 1ST ROUND PROPER    
 Sat 21 LGE A Wellington     
 Sat 28 LGE H Roman Glass St George     
Oct Tue 01 LGE H Exmouth Town     
 Sun 06 LGE A Bridport - 10.45 am - Ground hop Weekend  
 We 09 SPC A Frome Town 
 Sat 12 LGE H Keynsham Town - TO BE REARRANGED - FA VASE 1ST ROUND PROPER  
 Tue 15 LGE A Hallen     
 Sat 19 LGE H Bitton     
 We 23 LGE A Westbury United     
 Sat 26 LGE H Buckland Athletic     
Nov Sat 02 LGE A Tavistock     
 Sat 09 LGE H Cadbury Heath     
 Sat 16 LGE A Shepton Mallet     
 Sat 23 LGE A Cribbs     
 Sat 30 LGE H Wellington     
Dec Sat 07 LGE A Keynsham Town     
 Sat 14 LGE A Odd Down     
 Sat 21 LGE H Brislington     
 Thu 26 LGE H Street     
 Sat 28 LGE A Clevedon Town     
Jan Sat 04 LGE H Bridport     
 Sat 11 LGE H Shepton Mallet     
 Sat 18 LGE A Buckland Athletic     
 Sat 25 LGE A Exmouth Town     
Feb Sat 01 LGE H Clevedon Town     
 Sat 08 LGE H Bradford Town     
 Sat 15 LGE A Plymouth Parkway     
 Sat 22 LGE H Hallen     
 Sat 29 LGE H Chipping Sodbury Town     
Mar Sat 07   NO GAME 
 Sat 14 LGE A Bitton     
 Sat 21 LGE H Westbury United     
 Sat 28 LGE A Roman Glass St George     
Apr Sat 04 LGE H Odd Down     
 Fri 10 LGE A Street     
 Mo 13   NO GAME EASTER MONDAY     
 Sat 18 LGE H Tavistock     
 Sat 25 LGE A Bradford Town     
 
TBA   LPC       
 
Fixtures subject to change                                   LGE=League | LPC=Les Phillips Cup | FAC=FA Cup | FAT=FA Trophy | SPC=Somerset Premier Cup 

The Hallen Centre, Moorhouse Lane, 

Hallen, Bristol BS10 7RU 

How to get there if there’s a replay… 
From Jct 17 M5 follow A4018 towards Bristol.  
At 3rd roundabout turn right into Crow Lane. 

Proceed to T junction - turn right and right 
again at mini roundabout by Henbury  

Lodge Hotel, Great Western Hotel  
At next mini roundabout turn left into 

Avonmouth Way and continue for 1.5 miles 
into Hallen village.  

At crossroads turn left into Moorhouse Lane. 



The first football club to bear the town’s name 
was formed on 28th January 1898 at a meeting 
held at the Cross Rifles public house on Bath 
Road. Bridgwater AFC entered the Somerset 
Senior League, playing at Sydenham House on 
Bath Road, and lifted the Somerset Senior Cup 
in their first full season, beating Yeovil Casuals 
1-0 in the Final played at Wells. Unfortunately, 
the Club was forced to disband in 1901 due to 
lack of support and financial difficulties. 

Two years later, another Bridgwater AFC was 
formed and played for ten years in local 
leagues from their base in the Westonzoyland 
Road area of the town. 1914 saw this club fold 
due to the outbreak of World War One. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Unsure which of the two Bridgwater AFC’s this is? 

1919 saw the birth of local works side Wills 
Athletic who played in local leagues from their 
Victoria Park home. In 1921 they changed their 
name to Bridgwater Town FC and moved to 
Chilton Park from where they played for ten 
further years, winning a few minor honors, 
until football came to an end in the town until 
after World War Two. 

Crown Dynamos, based at the Crown Inn, St 
John Street, were formed in 1946 playing at 
Eastover Park. They played in the Bridgwater & 
District League for a year before progressing 
into the Somerset Senior League - finishing a 
creditable 3rd in 1948. That year also saw the 
Club move to a new venue, Castlefield and 
change its name to Bridgwater Town AFC.  

In season 1949/50 the Club were accepted into 
the Western League Division Two and two fifth 
place finishes were achieved in their first two 
seasons. This was followed up by claiming 
runners-up position in season 1951/52, thus 
gaining promotion to Division One. The Club 
were to remain in the top division of the 
Western League for the next 30 years, winning 
the Western League title twice, in seasons 
1967/68 and 1980/81.  

Season 1982-83 saw the club make the bold 
move up to the Southern League Midland 
Division, but after only two seasons at the 
higher level, and with mounting debts, the club 
went into voluntary liquidation….  

THE END OF AN ERA! 

But like a phoenix from the ashes, Bridgwater 
Town (1984) FC was formed by a loyal band of 
club stalwarts and started life at a new home, 
Fairfax Park, in Division Two of the Somerset 
County League. Unfortunately, with a young 
and inexperienced side relegation followed at 
the end of their first season, but steady 
progression including a hat-trick of Somerset 
County League titles, the Western League 
Division One title and runners-up spot in the 
Western League Premier Division in season 
2006/07 - behind Corsham Town, who couldn’t 

 



be promoted due to issues with their facilities - 
earned the club a place back in the Southern 
Football League, 23 years after the heartbreak 
caused by the demise of the old club.  

The first three seasons back at the higher level 
were fairly successful for ‘The Robins’ with the 
team just missing out on the end of season 
play-offs in 2007/08 (6th) and 2008/09 (7th) 
and missing out on promotion after being 
beaten at home by Cirencester Town after 
extra time in the Play-Off final in 2009/10 after 
finishing the regular season in 3rd place. 
Season 2008/09 also saw the team reach the 
Final of the Southern League Cup losing on 
aggregate to Atherstone Town.  

However, the Club was left reeling with the 
departure of joint managers Craig Laird & Leigh 
Robinson and a mass exodus of players during 
the summer of 2010.  

Seasons 2010/11 and 2011/12 saw the club 
battling at the wrong end of the table under 
the leadership of former reserve team manager 
Rob Dray.  

Another club stalwart Kevin Milsom took 
charge for season 2012/13 and after an 
indifferent start, things looked to be coming 
together by Christmas. Then the wet weather 
caused all sorts of problems for the team who 
eventually had to play 21 league fixtures in just 
57 days! They finished a disappointing 19th. 

In 2014/15 Bridgwater Town FC 1984 finished 
12th in the Evo-Stik South & West League and 
were semi-finalists in the Somerset Premier 
Cup under the management of Richard Fey 
who moved on to Paulton Rovers at the start of 
the 2015/16 season. 

2015/16 saw a new look team under the 
stewardship of former Taunton Town player 
and manager Paul West. Whilst the club 
languished nearer the foot of the 
table, relegation was never a real threat and 
Paul bought and brought through a fantastic 
crop of younger players in a bid to help shape 
the future and ethos of the club. 

Paul's resignation at the end of season 2015/16 
paved the way for the return of former 
manager Craig Laird. At the start of 2017, after 
early exits in the FA Cup (Plymouth Parkway), 
FA Trophy (North Leigh) and with just two 
league victories, Craig chose to further his 
career in the Southern Premier League with 
Dorchester Town and was replaced in the role 
by Phil Hucker. With 6 games of the season 
remaining, Dave Pearse took charge but by 
then, relegation was a certainty, so Bridgwater 
Town began 2017/18 in the Toolstation 
Western League with Dave still in the role 
alongside former Barnstaple joint manager Karl 
Baggaley. 

A solid eighth place in the league along with 
good runs in the FA Cup and FA Vase and a 
narrow Les Phillips Cup semi-final defeat to 
Shepton Mallet was a strong return to Step 5 
and a great platform for the club to kick on. 

Season 2018/19 saw the club remain under the 
stewardship of Dave and Karl. Fourth place in 
the league was achieved with the club only 
losing 5 league games (compared to 16 the 
season before). Unfortunately, the cup 
competitions didn’t bring much success and the 
team were beaten by Cheddar in their first FA 
Cup game and by Exmouth Town at the first 
hurdle in the FA Vase. There was more semi-
final heartbreak in the Les Phillips Cup, Willand 
this time winning a penalty shootout. Jack 
Taylor secured a share of the Toolstation 
League’s Golden Boot by netting 33 goals for 
the club.  

There is much optimism that season 2019/20 
will see the team challenging on all fronts. 
Much of the squad has been retained and with 
some shrewd signings, it looks set to be an 
exciting season. 

The Club also run a reserve side who compete 
in the First Division of the Somerset County 
League. They were Premier League champions 
in seasons 2008/09 and 2009/10. The Under 
18s squad play in the South West Counties 
Youth League. 



JAKE VINEY: Sponsored by - DEBBIE GOULD 
A great shot stopper, former Wellington keeper Jake was the Players and Supporters player of the 
year in 2015/16 and during his time with the club has established himself as the club’s number 1. 

FRASER McDIARMID: Sponsored by - 
A promising young goalkeeper who began his career with the Street under-18 and reserve sides, 

but for the last couple of seasons he’s been the regular custodian between the sticks at Wells City. 

DAVE THORNE: Sponsored by - 
A strong right back who joined after a successful spell with Shepton Mallet. A consistent 

performer, Dave was ‘Manager’s Player of the Season’ for 2017/18. 

JAKE LLEWELLYN: Sponsored by - 
A talented left sided player who was signed from Clevedon Town. He made his first team debut in 

2014 for Weston and made over 60 appearances. Jake was last season’s winner of the ‘Players 
Player of the Season’ award. 

TOM ELLIS: Sponsored by - 
A ‘no nonsense’ defender, Tom was captain of the Wellington side which won the Toolstation 

Division One League in 2016/17. His height makes him a threat from set pieces and he comes with 
an eye for goal….and a long throw! 

MIKE DUFFY: Sponsored by - 
Mike is a popular, committed and tough tackling midfielder who made the step up from our 

reserve side and has held down a regular start ever since. 

KURT ROBINSON: Sponsored by - 
A former Player’s and Manager’s Player of the Season, Kurt brings experience, calm and knowledge 

after spells with Ipswich Town, Northampton Town, Rushden & Diamonds, Chelmsford City and 
Concord Rangers. He’s played a key role in supporting a young & changing side in recent seasons. 

JAKE HORSEY: Sponsored by - 
A strong defender, Jake returns to the club after a short spell with Middlezoy Rovers. 

JAMIE LAIRD: Sponsored by - 
A vastly experienced defender, Jamie returns to the club after successful spells with Weston-super-

Mare in the National League South and Paulton in the Southern League. 

HARRY HAMBLIN Sponsored by - 
A talented young member of the reserve side who has consistently been close to claiming a regular 

spot in the first team. 

HARRY HORTON: Sponsored by - 
Despite successful spells at Yate and Tiverton, County Cup winner Harry returned to the club for 

season 2017/18 and has gone from strength to strength. Last season, he won the ‘Managers Player 
of the Season’ and the coveted ‘Luke Buckingham’ Award for all his efforts on and off the pitch. 



 

ROSS McERLAIN: Sponsored by - 
A midfield player and set piece specialist who has the ability to pick passes and glide past players, 

Ross re-joins the club after spells with Wells City and Street. 

DAVE O’HARE: Sponsored by - 
A goalscoring midfielder, Dave re-joins the club from Street FC. 

SAM TOWLER: Sponsored by - 
Originally signed by former manager Paul West, Sam returned to the club last season after a 

successful spell with Wellington where he was part of the Div 1 winning squad. 

JAKE BROWN: Sponsored by - 
Goal scoring midfielder signed from Melksham last season after a spell as captain with Wells. 

MARK ARMSTRONG: Sponsored by - 
An experienced, hardworking, tough tackling midfielder, Mark joined us from Cheddar in season 

2017/18. He has spells at Barnstaple, Chard, Clevedon and Shepton Mallet and his consistent high 
level of performance and leadership sees him wearing the captain’s armband this season. 

CAMERON BIRCH: Sponsored by - 
Will once again be looking to make the step up to the first team squad after consistent 

performances and goals in our reserve team. 

PATRICK O’HALLORAN: Sponsored by - 
Another exciting prospect who is a product of the ‘player pathway’ being established through  

BTC and our reserve squad. 

JACK TAYLOR: Sponsored by - 
A prolific striker with Berrow and Middlezoy, Jack signed from Wellington in 2017/18 where he 

had been the top scorer for the previous two seasons. He hit 50 goals in 53 games for the club and 
has been ‘Supporters Player of the Year’ for each of his two seasons with us, ‘Players Player’ in 

2017/18 and the joint ‘Toolstation Golden Boot Winner’ for season 2018/19. 

STEVE MURRAY: Sponsored by - 
A great addition to the squad and another prolific goal scorer, Steve joins from Street having also 

had a spell with Taunton Town. 

JOE SWIFT: Sponsored by - 
Midfielder signed midway through the season from Roman Glass St George. 

DAVE PEARSE - Joint Manager: Sponsored by - 
Hugely experienced, Dave returned to Bridgwater Town as joint player/manger with Karl Baggaley 
in season 2017/18 and will be looking to build on a fourth-place finish and league cup semi-final 

last time out, along with extending his playing career. 

KARL BAGGALEY - Joint Manager: Sponsored by - 

TAYLOR CORNISH - Sports Therapist: Sponsored by - Parade Dental Practice 

STEVE LAKER - Goalkeeper Coach: Sponsored by - 



Hallen AFC Player Profiles 
2019/20

Ray Johnston 
Age: 37 
Position: Manager  
Notes: Ended his first season in 
charge last year with the clubs 
highest placed finish for 8 years 
Ray has a wealth of experience 
both playing and managing. As 
well as playing professional 
football for Bristol Rovers, he also 
represented England at schoolboy 
level. As a manager Ray had a 
short spell at Portishead before 
becoming a firm favourite at Odd 
Down, guiding them to the 
Western Premier League title in 
2015/16 (but he doesn’t like to 
mention that!?). 

Dean Horseman 
Age:  35 
Position:  Assistant Manager 
Nickname:  Horse 
Notes:  Dean has arrived this 
season to assist Ray and add 
some extra weight to his team 
talks. He brings with him plethora 
of managerial and coaching 
experience, as well as being 
another big character. The Gaffer 
only hopes he has the stomach 
for the fight!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Aaron Anglin 
Age: 30 
Position: Att (C) 
Nickname: Angs 
Notes: Aaron is one of the nicest 
guys in local football. So nice in 
fact he tends to let the opposition 
off when he is a yard out. 

Ed Bamfo 
Age:  20 
Position:  Def / Mid (RL) 
Nickname:  Bams 
Notes: In the two and half games 
he played towards the end of last 
season Ed nearly won Manger’s 
Player of the Year. Signed from 
Gloucestershire County League 
winners Lebeq he can jog faster 
than most people can sprint. 
Definitely one for the future! 

George Binding 
Age:  23 
Position:  Mid (C) 
Nickname:  Bindo 
Notes: Signed from local Western 
League rivals Cribbs, George 
misses the early part of the 
season as he is away erecting 
festival scaffolding. Ironically 
scaffold poles are a thicker 
diameter than his legs. 

Daryl Charman 
Age: 28 
Position: Att (C) 
Nickname: Chars 
Notes: A posh gentleman signed 
from Cheltenham Saracens, as 
well as being last season’s top 
goalscorer Daryl was also 
Manager’s Player of the Year. He 
is his own biggest critic who 
comes alive after a few beers; he 
is a real life Jekyll and Hyde.  

Tom Bradley 
Age:  24 
Position:  Def (LC) 
Nickname:  Braders 
Notes: Tom returned to the club 
from local rivals Cribbs a couple 
of seasons ago. He has great 
fitness and is a very level-headed 
character who loves to kick the 
ball out of play a lot 

Tom Collett 
Age:  36 
Position:  Att (RC) 
Nickname:  Fluff 
Notes:  Now an old head, for 
many previous seasons Tom was 
the club’s top goalscorer. He has 
returned again this year, even 
doing preseason training! Which 
makes us wonder, is it really him? 

Ishi David 
Age: 21 
Position: Def / Mid (RC) 
Nickname: Ish 
Notes:  Always reliable, Ish was 
signed from Patchway proving 
himself to be a very versatile 
player, playing in many different 
positions. Claims to be 21!? 

Matt Fisher 
Age: 31 
Position: Mid / Att (C) 
Nickname: Fish 
Notes: Fish has been with Hallen 
on and off for the past 10 
seasons. Decent skills, but if his 
footballing ability was half as 
good as his banter then he’d be a 
pro. Some say he has lost a yard 
of pace over the years, but you 
can’t lose what you never had. 

Continued >>> 
 



Hallen AFC Player Profiles 2019/20 

Matt Davis 
Age:  28 
Position:  Def (C) 
Nickname: The Milky Bar Kid 
Notes: The longest serving 
member of the squad, but yet still 
no one knows what his voice 
sounds like. Matt is great in the 
air and composed on the ball.  

Jamel Fisher 
Age: 29 
Position: Def / Mid (LC) 
Nickname: Jams 
Notes: Missed most of last 
season through injury Jamel has 
the face of a 20 year old and body 
of a 120 year old. Often seen with 
crutches but hopes to upgrade to 
a Zimmer frame soon!  

Shakeil Green 
Age: 24 
Position: Mid (LC) 
Nickname: Shaks 
Notes: New signing from Welton 
Rovers, Shakeil won both their 
Players Player and Managers 
Player awards last season.  He is a 
clever player with two great feet 
and an eye for goal. Looking 
forward to seeing him in a Hallen 
shirt this season! 

Luke Hall-Cousins 
Age: 28 
Position: Def (C) 
Nickname:  
Notes: Captain of the team Luke 
is a strong no nonsense defender. 
Larger than life, if his backside 
doesn’t fill up the changing room 
his character will. Previously 
played for  Chippenham. 

Tyler Jackson 
Age:  18 
Position:  Mid / Att (LR) 
Nickname:  Jacko 
Notes:   An exciting young player 
who is a product of Bath City 

Academy, Tyler is lightning quick 
and direct and can be a 
defender's nightmare. Played in 
the Southern League with 
Mangotsfield last season Tyler 
has the potential to be an 
excellent player at this level. 

Liam Macfarlane 
Age: 29 
Position: GK 
Nickname: Mackers 
Notes: An excellent keeper, 
Liam’s handling and distribution 
are some of the best in the 
league. Last season’s Player’s 
Player he is often seen with a bag 
of frozen peas, and is a menace 
after a pint. 

Jack Mills 
Age:  24 
Position:  Def / Mid (R) 
Nickname:  Rooney 
Notes:  Previously played for 
Henbury, Jack has a sweet right 
foot and scores his fair share of 
goals. If he could man mark as 
tight as he gets into a bag of 
crisps he’d be playing at a higher 
level. Loves a budget holiday! 

Luke Mills 
Age: 30 
Position: Att (C) 
Nickname: Millsy 
Notes: A great character and a 
firm fans favourite, Millsy is the 
squad’s male model, once missing 
a game to have botex injections 
in his forehead. 

George Mitchell 
Age: 25 
Position: Mid / Att (C) 
Nickname: Mitch 
Notes: George is a versatile 
player who is far too bright for 
this squad. He’ll always give 100% 
but is susceptible to a yellow  
card. 

Jamie Samuel 
Age: 23 
Position: Mid (R/C) 
Nickname: Sammy 
Notes:  Signed from Chipping 
Sodbury last season, Jamie has 
the biggest receding hairline in 
local football. He is a pacey and 
skilful winger that is unstoppable 
in training, however 
unfortunately not in games! 
Previous clubs include Yate Town.  

Adam Snook 
Age: 23 
Position: Mid (C) 
Nickname: Snooky 
Notes: Returned to the club from 
Roman Glass St George, Adam is 
an excellent young prospect who 
is in serious danger of getting 
blood in his alcohol system. 
Bradder has been known to be 
over the limit just by giving him a 
lift. 

Martin Stowell 
Age:  28 
Position:  Def (C) 
Nickname:  Cheese String Man 
Notes:  Another new signing this 
season, Martin is a solid defender 
as well as being a huge presence 
on and off the field. Previously 
worked with the Gaffer before at 
Odd Down where he won the 
league. 

Kyle Thomas 
Age:  27 
Position:  Mid / Att (RC) 
Nickname:  Laffs 
Notes:  A classy player Laffs has 
bags of ability, but when he gets 
the ball we often have to throw 
another one on so everyone else 
can play. Previously played in the 
Southern League with Bristol 
Manor Farm and Mangotsfield. 

August 2019 



The History of Hallen AFC 
The club was formed by members of a new 
community living at Lawrence Weston on 
the outskirts of Bristol, which had been 
developed shortly after World War Two. 
The club was named Lawrence Weston 
Athletic and played in the Bristol & District 
League, and it has moved forward steadily 
since moving to the village of Hallen in 
1979, to conform with League Ground 
grading.  

Much of the credit for the progress of this 
club can be accredited to the late Frank 
Fairman and his family. His son Francis, and 
grandson Lee continue the link with the 
club. In fact Lee played a major part in our 
fight for survival during the summer of 
2015, when the club was in danger of 
losing its home. So it was no surprise when 
long serving Chairman Barrie Phillips 
nominated Lee to take over the chair from 
himself, at the next AGM.  

The club became known as Lawrence 
Weston Hallen when it moved to 
Moorhouse Lane, joining the 
Gloucestershire County League in 1982, 
and under that title were runners up 1987-
88, and Champions 1988- 89, after which 
the club dropped Lawrence Weston from 
its title to become known as simply Hallen.  

The club completed the double in 1992-93, 
when winning the Gloucestershire 
Challenge Trophy and the League title. 
Promotion was achieved, joining the 
Hellenic League Division One, and after 
further improvements to the facilities 
(particularly the erection of floodlights and  
a 200-seater stand), a runner-up position  
 

in 1996–97 led to another step up, to the 
Hellenic League Premier Division.  

The club had always considered the 
Western League as its goal, as this League 
was more familiar with Bristolians than the 
Hellenic League. Their wish to transfer over 
was granted at the second time of asking 
but it was insisted that the club join the 
First Division for season 2000-01.  

The club finished fourth in its first season 
in the Western League and reached the 
last sixteen of the F.A.Vase losing to Brigg 
Town 6-5 in extra time. Further progress 
was made when new manager Gary 
Damone led the team to the Division One 
title in Season 2003-4, and fourth place in 
the Premier Division at the first attempt. 
The club also reached the final of the GFA 
Trophy and were denied a place in the first 
round of the F.A. Cup when losing to 
Nationwide Conference side Canvey Island 
in the fourth and final qualifying round.  

This success saw Southern League side 
Taunton Town tempt Gary Damone to try 
his hand at a higher level, which in turn 
saw Hallen have a dip in form, as players 
were also tempted away. It is however well 
known that a high percentage of players 
are happy to return to Hallen, and for 
season 2009-10 the club welcomed back 
Gary Damone as manager and many 
former players too.  

The club finished in a disappointing twelfth 
position in 2009-10, but a crop of long 
term injuries did not help. The club 
however were to lift the Western League 
(Les Phillips) Cup for the first time.  



The club had experienced a bad start to 
season 2010/11 which saw the departure 
of Gary Damone who chose to take charge 
of his own town club Wellington. Club 
stalwart Paul Owen was given the task of 
steering the team to safety. With just one 
win prior to taking over in November, he 
and his assistant John Tierney changed 
fortunes around and we were safe from 
relegation with six games left.  

Paul Owen's first full season as manager 
saw the club challenging for the title, but a 
dip in form saw the club slip to fourth. Off 
the field, the club had ensured promotion 
would not be denied, had the club won the 
title by obtaining the ground grading for 
Southern League football. 

Season 2012-13 saw no repeat of a 
challenge for promotion, but the season 
was kept alive by reaching the final of the 
Les Phillips League Cup for a 2nd time. In 
the final Willand Rovers won 1-0 before a 
crowd of 400 at Cribbs FC. As Paul Owen 
had already decided to step down at the 
end of the campaign, it was unfortunate 
that he could not see his side lift the cup.  

By mid-May the club announced that 
Hengrove Athletic manager Jamie Hillman 
was to take over as manager, He had been 
at the helm for eight years at Hengrove, 
and had just guided them to the Premier 
Division as runners up in April. The 2013-14 
season under Jamie and his assistant 
Grantley Dicks, was a mixture of highs and 
lows. The highs being success in lifting the 
GFA Trophy for a third time and reaching 
the fifth round of the FA Vase losing away 
to West Auckland Town. In contrast we 
finished the League campaign without a 
win in fifteen games.  

Manager Jamie Hillman announced that he 
would be leaving, and previous manager 
Paul Owen agreed to return for the 2014-
15 season. By November the League form 
was yet again cause for concern and Paul 
decided it would be best to bring in a new 
face, rather than wait to the end of the 
season. Steve Winter a former Walsall and 
Torquay player was appointed with a view, 
of him settling in, prior to the coming 
season. He was to resign in December 
2015, and long serving player Tom Collett 
took on the role as player manager 
assisted by Rayan Wilson for the 2016-17 
season.  

Following another poor run of results, Tom 
Collett made way for former player Ben 
Willshire to return as the new manager. 
Ben guided the club away from relegation, 
but when fortunes did not change in the 
next campaign, it was decided his assistant 
Rob Sage should take over the helm prior 
to Christmas 2017, with Ben remaining as a 
player. The resignation of Rob Sage forced 
the club to seek another manager in 
February. 

Former manager Gary Damone returned as 
interim manager, whilst the club decided 
on a replacement from a record number of 
applicants. The successful candidate being 
former player Ray Johnstone, who had 
guided Odd Down to the title in 2016. Ray 
recruited another former Hallen player 
Tony Davis as his assistant for the 2018-19 
season, unfortunately Tony had to step 
down during the season. It was a season 
which saw a more settled side, finishing in 
12th place the best for several years.  

For the 2019-20 season, Ray has appointed 
Dean Horseman as his assistant. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


